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Lots planned for Southeast Saskatchewan,
 Southwest Manitoba this summer

CARLYLE • ESTEVAN • WEYBURN    |    Fresh Roasted • Fresh Baked • Fresh Brewed

Love our cinnamon buns?
Our homemade cinnamon bun spread is available by 
the jar at all our locations! Perfect for your morning 

toast or anything else you want to spread it on!

202 Main St.,  Carlyle, SK | 306-453-2025 | Follow us on instagam and facebook: 

Sofas, sectionals, dining  
tables & chairs, bedroom furnisihings,  
accent cabinets.

Sealy, Stearns & Foster.
Frigidaire & Electrolux.

Home accents, home 
lifestyle & gifts.

 “Southeast 
 Sask’s 

 Cornerstone 
 of Comfort ”

CANADA DAY
Storewide Sale
June 30 - July 4

There are lots of events coming up across the area this 
summer, from Canada Day celebrations to rodeos, to fairs, 
to ball tournaments and much more.

Here are some of the events coming up in the region this 
summer.

June 26-28 Carlyle Fun Dayz
This year’s excitement at Carlyle Fun days will continue! 

Canuck Amusement Carnival will be returning for the sec-
ond year. Whether you enjoy the thrill of the rides or the 
chance to win a teddy bear, they will have it for you. There 
will be a wide range of adult rides and kids’ rides, treats, 
and games. There will also be a craft and trade show, break-
fast by the Carlyle District Lions Club and then off to Main 
Street for the parade. This year’s live bands include REIN 
and Switch, Winsome Kind, The Leftovers, Wonderland, 
and Dr. Rocktopus.

The fun goes down at the Carlyle Sports Arena!

July 1 Canada Day celebration, Elkhorn
This is one of the biggest Canada Day celebrations in the 

area. This year it will feature a pancake breakfast, a parade, 
kids’ activities at the museum, entertainment, a kid zone, 

BBQ lunch, museum tours, a threshing display, a catered 
supper, and beer gardens.

July 11 Bulls and Broncs, Moosomin
The Bulls and Broncs event will be a full day of fun in 

Moosomin, starting with the Firemen’s pancake breakfast. 
The Chamber of Commerce parade will take place at 10 
am. The Bulls and Broncs, consisting of bull riding, saddle 
bronc, bareback riding, and novice rough stock, takes place 
at the Rodeo Grounds at 7 pm. Beer gardens will be open 
all night and there will also be live music.

July 18-19 Moose Mountain Pro Rodeo, Kennedy
The village of Kennedy is home to one of the only pro ro-

deos in the province, with many of the riders coming fresh 
from the Calgary Stampede.

This year the weekend will kick off with a parade on the 
Saturday at 3 pm followed by happy hour in the beer gar-
dens from 4-5 pm. At 6 pm the rodeo gets going with bull 
riding under the lights, and at 9 pm there is a DJ in the beer 
gardens. On Sunday there is a pancake breakfast at 9 am 
followed by cowboy church at 11 am. The rodeo starts at 2 
pm Sunday afternoon.

The weekend also includes free camping at the rodeo 
grounds and food trucks on site as well as other events that 
will be announced closer to the rodeo date!

agricultural society fair and horse show. On Friday, July 24 
there will be a riding clinic. The fair and horse show is Sat-
urday, July 25. The day usually includes a pancake break-
fast, exhibits, kids’ events, music, supper and more!

Every August, Elkhorn, Manitoba comes alive with 
one of its most anticipated annual traditions, drawing in 
visitors and community spirit—the Elkhorn Elks Western 
Weekend. July 31 to August 2 guests can expect two days 
packed with excitement, featuring chariot racing, chuck-
wagon racing, barrel racing, a Slo Pitch tournament, plen-
ty of entertainment for all ages, and the classic Saturday 
night social and live entertainment.

Continued on Page 5 

Left: The Living Skies Fireworks Competition at Moosomin Regional Park.
Above: There are lots of rodeos around the region this summer.



 Plain and Valley June 20262

Glasser’s TV Service
Moosomin, SK   |   (306) 435-3040   |   www.glasserstv.com   |   www.facebook.com/glasserstv

This sauna is equipped with a simple yet advanced digital 
control system, Bluetooth Audio, LED Lighting, and an 
aromatherapy system. Four Far Infrared Carbon Heaters 

a full body sauna treatment while keeping energy costs 

JASPER 1-2 PERSON 
INFRARED SAUNA

REGULAR PRICE 
$3,000

JASPER 1-2 PERSON 
INFRARED SAUNA

HOT TUBS & SAUNAS

 SPECIAL 
$2,399.99

GREAT LAKES GREAT LAKES 
ERIE SE SPAERIE SE SPA

Dual Pump System

$$10,99910,9999999

SAV E 

SAV E $$ 4 0 00!

4 0 00!

FREE WITH PURCHASE:FREE WITH PURCHASE:

BENEFITS OF HAVING A HOT TUB:BENEFITS OF HAVING A HOT TUB:

TOP LIFTER   (KA-10027) Retail Value: $900

SET OF PVC STEPS  (KF-10061) Retail Value: $750

STARTER CHEMICAL KIT  (KA-10126) Retail Value: $225

1. Relaxation - unwind after a long day

2. Health – muscle recovery, better sleep, stress relief

3. Social - time with family and friends

4. Luxury at home – turn your back yard into an oasis
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      SASKATCHEWAN GATEWAY ANGLICAN PARISH

Fresh BC Peaches
D I R EC T  F R O M  T H E  O R C H A R D  TO  YO U !

PRICES
TO BE 

DETERMINED

or contact any Gateway Parish member

The peaches will be back this summer!

For info contact:
Kurtis Meredith (Moosomin): 

CALL OR TEXT: 306-435-7323

Rosanne Kelly (Rocanville): 
CALL OR TEXT: 306-434-9484

Pam Botterill (Rocanville): 
CALL OR TEXT: 639-571-3452

Yvonne Down (Moosomin): 
CALL OR TEXT: 306-646-7554

Home: 306-435-2645

Brian Beckett (Moosomin): 
CALL OR TEXT: 306-434-5044

Peaches to be delivered 
mid-August

Support this fundraiser and 
enjoy some Fresh BC Peaches!

 Watch for 
more info!

MOOSOMIN & DIST RICT 
ARTS COUNCIL

PRESENT ING 2026-27 ART ISTS:

THE FUGIT IVES
OCTOBER 28

2026
A Canadian folk staple, The 
Fugitives have been nominat-
ed for a JUNO, as well as 7 
Canadian Folk Music Awards, 
including Best Vocal Group, 
Best Ensemble, and Best 
Songwriter.

JOHNER 
BROT HERS
FEBRUARY 3

2027
The Johner Brothers OSAC 
Tour will consist of Brad 
and Ken Johner (The Johner 
Brothers) along with two of 
Brad’s sons to round out the 
band.

SIT RUC JAMES
MARCH 10

2027
Sitruc James is Canada’s 
most sought-after performer 
with his grand illusion magic 
show. The show incorporates 
a wide range of complex illu-
sions which are seamlessly 
integrated with live music, 
lighting, and sound, creating 
an immersive and visually 
stunning experience.

JESSICA RHAYE 
W IT H PREEPER 
AND MACKAY

APRIL 22
2027

Jessica Rhaye with Bill 
Preeper and Sandy MacKay 
is a folk trio that take you 
back to the height of the 
Greenwich Village folk scene 
of the 60’s, weaving and shar-
ing lead and harmony. 

SEASON TICKETS FOR

2026-27 SEASON

Contact of E-transfer to 
moosominanddistrictartscouncil@gmail.com

For further info text Suzanne Wilton at (306) 435-9978 
or Kate Chegwin at (306) 591-1913

$140
Adult

$50 
Student

www.summit-memorials.com    306-698-2557 | 800-667-8962

2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

A rendering of the new rink being built in Moosomin later this year. 
The new rink will be on Park Avenue on the site of the former Federated Co-op Feed Mill.

Second rink coming to Moosomin
Rink will be paid for by local foundation, not taxpayers

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Community leaders have come together to plan and 
break ground this summer on a second rink for Moo-
somin. The rink will be located at the site of the former 
Federated Co-op Feed Mill on Park Avenue and will be 
built without burdening local taxpayers, as a community 

project for the new foundation.

Discussions on a community foundation have been go-
ing on for the past year. Dan and Olga McCarthy wanted 
to start the ball rolling on a second rink. The plan for the 
rink and the plan for the foundation came together at a 
meeting of a dozen people in January. Now site work is 
underway, and construction will begin this summer.

Dan and Olga McCarthy, who had the vision for a rink, 
were at the meeting, as was Kristjan Hebert, who has been 
working on the idea of the community foundation for 
Moosomin. 

Mayor Murray Gray and Recreation Director Mike 
Schwean were there, as were several Community Builders 
Alliance members, including CBA president Tyler Thorn 
and Moosomin-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark.

By the end of the meeting a rough plan had come to-
gether and Schwean commented at the time that he had 
thought the meeting would be the start of a years-long 
process, not that it would lead to immediately building 
a rink.

Continued on page 50



 Plain and Valley June 20264

MOOSOMIN, SK

BULLS & BRONCS 2026

Presented by
Hosted by

MOOSOMIN
RODEO

Sanctioned by

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS
OK Tire

Borderland COOP

Pharmasave

Broadhead Construction

Diamond B Contracting

HUB Insurance

PBI Prestige Builders INC

Masson & Associates

Virden Ag & Parts

Prairie Livestock

Conexus

Little Rainbow Ranch

Jeannot Electric

By Pro Feeds

First Resort Mechanical

Ranch n Ruff 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 • 7 PM
Gates open at 6:00 PM

BULL RIDING   |   SADDLE BRONC  |  JUNIOR STEER RIDING
Beer Gardens open all night! (minors must be accompanied by a guardian)

Admission: $20 for Rodeo & Cabaret | 5 & Under FREE

$20 entry into Cabaret (starts at 9 PM) 

CASH ONLY EVENT CAB
AR

ET
FE

AT
UR

ING: BACK 40 DRIFTERS
STARTSAT9PM

Live Calcutta for the short round bull riding: 
‘Bid on the Bull Rider you think will win!’

Bidder that buys the winning bull rider wins a portion of the pot!
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FULL STOCK PARTS DEPARTMENT  •  FULL SERVICE DEPARTMENT
OPEN WEEKDAYS FROM 8 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 

SATURDAYS 9 A.M. TO 1 P.M.

WWW.VIRDENREC.COM

It’s time to hit the water!

LUND, HARRIS, BAYLINER, HEY DAY

210 Frontage Road
Virden, MB

 204-748-2060

Stop in and see what we have!

Wolverine's 
Wolverine's Range Day 
Range Dayis Back!is Back!

It promises to be a fun experience  It promises to be a fun experience 
for the whole family!for the whole family!

Saturday, July 11, 2026 Saturday, July 11, 2026 
Store open 9am - 4pmStore open 9am - 4pm

Range open 10am - 3pm Range open 10am - 3pm 
Ticket sales stop at 2 pmTicket sales stop at 2 pm

WOLVERINE SUPPLIES IS HOSTING  WOLVERINE SUPPLIES IS HOSTING 
A ONE-DAY RANGE EVENT  A ONE-DAY RANGE EVENT 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

at distances between 150 and 200 yards, as well as at distances between 150 and 200 yards, as well as 

Continued from front

August 1-2 Living Skies Come Alive
Fireworks Competition

Alberta and Nova Scotia will go head 
to head on the August Long Weekend at 
Moosomin Regional Park with returning 

-
works on Saturday, August 1, and Nova 
Scotia setting off theirs on Sunday, August 
2.

This will be the second year the competi-
tion has been back since 2019, and the park 
is looking to make it a major event again. 
There will be bands playing both nights, a 
market, food trucks, and lots more planned 
for down at Moosomin Lake. This is an 
event you do not want to miss, as it will be 
one of the biggest events of the summer!

August 1 Wawota Heritage Days
Saturday, August 1 will be Wawota’s 

annual Heritage Day, featuring a pancake 
breakfast, a parade, Saddleridge petting 
zoo, bouncers, zorb ball, mini golf, a magi-
cian, archery, live stage entertainment, and 
a cabaret with Grid Road Show featuring 
local family The Kobialko’s performing at 
8 pm that night. The entire day of fun is 

August 7-8 Manor Motor Madness
Get ready for a weekend full of horse-

power, family fun, and excitement at 
Manor Motor Madness. Featuring modi-

7 pm. Both Friday and Saturday will kick 
off with beer gardens, concession booths, 
and food trucks. Saturday’s lineup is 
packed with even more action, including a 
pancake breakfast, parade, kids activities, 
competitions, monster truck rides, tours, 
and a chance to meet the drivers. 

August 8-9 Spy Hill Sports Days
August 8 and 9 is a big weekend in Spy 

Hill that will feature the village’s annual 
Chuckwagon and Chariot Racing both 
days, a kids’ rodeo, slo-pitch, tractor pulls, 
barrel racing, beer gardens, a car show, rop-
ing events, mutton busting, and a chore 
horse competition. This weekend is always 
a ton of fun!

August 14-15 Whitewood
Chacachas Rodeo

The 26th annual Whitewood Chacachas 
Rodeo includes CCA rodeo action at 7 pm 
each night. Friday includes human chuck-
wagon races during intermission and Sat-
urday includes muttin’ bustin’ during 
intermission. There are also beer gardens 
both nights and a full canteen both days, 
with a DJ on the Saturday night.

August 22 Wapella
Dodge City Days Rodeo

Don’t miss this exciting annual rodeo that 
takes place in Wapella every year featuring 
roughstock events like bareback, saddle 
bronc, and bull riding with novice events 
in each category. The day usually wraps up 
with a cabaret featuring live music or a DJ.

September 19-20 Carlyle Homespun
This year’s Carlyle Homespun event fea-

tures the annual craft and quilt show.
The craft show and sale runs 10 am to 7 

pm Saturday and 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday 
and is located at the Carlyle Sports arena.

The quilt show runs 10 am to 4 pm Sat-
urday and 10 am to 4 pm Sunday and is lo-
cated at the Memorial Town Hall on Main 
Street.

On Saturday, September 19 there will also 
be a pancake breakfast at the Legion Hall at 
8 am and a draw for $100 in Vendor Bucks 
at 5 pm and 6 pm that day.

Lots planned for SE Sask, SW Man this summer

Above left: Maryfield Fair. Above right: Carlyle Fun Dayz.

Below: Chuckwagon races at Elkhorn Western Weekend.
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SAVE THE DATE

FIREWORKS COMPETITION
AUGUST 1 & 2, 2026

(AUGUST LONG WEEKEND)

MOOSOMIN REGIONAL PARK

Eastern Canada ( Nova Scotia) vs Western Canada (Alberta)

For more information contact Kyle Jeannot at 306-434-9112

Campground 
bookings for 

the 2026 sea-
son are now 

open!

• Saturday, August 1st - DJ Dumo
• Sunday, August 2nd - Live Band 

“North of Dewdney”
• Axe Throwing both days
• Skout Brewing on site
• Kids interactive games trailer
• Kids games & activities at the beach 

both days

ALBERTA - RETURNING CHAMPION - SATURDAY NIGHT
NOVA SCOTIA - SUNDAY NIGHT

MUSIC BOTH NIGHTS  -  FOOD TRUCKS  -  MARKET AND MORE!
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Alameda Community Rink’s

Saturday, June 27, 2026

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR ENTRIES CALL:
Kim Dietze: 306-485-7309

Angela Millar: 306-485-8198
Trina Klatt : 306-485-8989

Send to: Box 342 Alameda, SK S0C 0A0
E-Transfer available at: fishderbyalameda@gmail.com

9

$5000Cash Prizes
Over 100 Door Prizes

All youth receive a prize
Youth paid by 10, 

2026 are entered to win 
one of 2 bikes!

Sponsored by Souris Moose Creek
Wildlife Federation

8am Derby Start - 4pm Derby End
5:30pm Supper 

Entry Fees:
Adults - $75

Youth (12 & Under) - $35
Includes supper 

Supper Tickets: $25

June 

BY KARA KINNA
Three people have put their name for-

ward to be the next Conservative candi-
date in the Yorkton-Melville riding after 
Conservative MP Cathay Wagantall an-
nounced she won’t be running again in the 
next federal election.

Yorkton town councillor and school 
principal Quinn Haider has announced his 
bid for the candidacy, as has Albert Duff 
and Nelson Pohl.

The date for the nomination meeting 
has been set for Saturday, June 13. Voting 
will take place in both Yorkton and Pocu-
pine Plain. In Porcupine Plain, candidate 
speeches will take place at 9:30 am, fol-
lowed by voting from 10 am to noon at 
the Porcupine Plain Community Hall at 
106 McAllister Avenue. In Yorkton, candi-
date speeches will be at 4:30 pm followed 
by voting from 5-7 pm at National Bank 
Convention Place, Gallagher Centre, 455 
Broadway St. W.

In order to be eligible to vote for the can-
didate of their choice, voters must have 
purchased a federal Conservative Party 
membership by May 15.

didacy. Haider has been a school teacher 
for 33 years, a school administrator since 
2002 and a school principal for 16 years. He 
has also been a Yorkton City Councillor for 
10 years, sitting on council since 2016.

Haider said in an interview with the 
World-Spectator after announcing his can-
didacy that affordability and federal debt 
are two things that he sees as issues for the 
Conservative party to tackle. 

“Cost of living and the debt that our gov-
ernment has incurred would be two of the 
biggest things that I want to help change,” 
he said.

He also listed crime rates and Canada-
U.S. relations as major issues.

Albert Duff is an IT worker who lives on 
a farm north of Melville. Duff also says af-
fordability is one of the big issues he’s been 
hearing about in the riding.

“We grew up on the farm. We had hogs, 
and then went into dairy, and then dairy 
beef and grain, and then I bought my own 
farm afterwards,” he says. “I worked a 
couple years up in Stony Rapids and then 
worked for about 12 years at Harvest 
Meats, and I have worked with the pro-
vincial government now for a little over 16 
years, and am currently a technical analyst 
in the IT department.

“I’ve been involved with politics since 

agent for (former Yorkton-Melville MP) 
Gary Breitkreutz on the Canadian Alli-
ance, and then during the merger between 
the Canadian Alliance and the Conserva-
tives, I was a voting delegate in Montreal 
for that, and then I was on Gary’s board 

cial agent for the Conservative Party for 
his term. And then I was on Cathay Wa-
gantall’s board too for bit as a board mem-
ber, and then a few years ago we dropped 

work. So I have basically been involved 
with the Yorkton-Melville EDA for quite a 
few years.”

Why did he decide to run for the nomi-
nation?

“My wife and I have never been able to 
have kids, but I have quite a few nieces and 

we could improve the economy for future 
generations,” he says.

balancing the budgets is a concern of his as 
a Conservative candidate.

“As we’re running the budgets up, if 
the interest rates go up, the taxes are go-
ing to have to go up, and everybody that 
I’ve talked to has brought up affordability 
as their number one issue for the riding,” 
he says.

so I would like to make sure that the hunt-

I’d like to see a little better prosecution of 
criminals that are on the streets. There’s a 
number of them that are repeat criminal. 
I also attend Heritage Baptist Church, so I 
also do feel that the way MAID is going, it 
should be probably restricted a bit. Those 
are some of the main priorities.”

“I’d also like to see the agricultural trade 
get started negotiating with the States to 
open up more of the trade, because that’s a 
number one export area for Canada.”

Duff says he has been out and about in 

ing, calling, and emailing people as a way 
to reach out to them about his candidacy.

He says affordability is the top concern 
of most people he’s talked to.

“The number one thing has been afford-
ability. The taxes are getting a little too 
high with the cost of food and everything. 
That’s the main one that’s been coming up. 
Some have brought up farming issues, be-
cause we are in an area with a lot of farm-
ers, and another thing that has come up is 
the RCMP support.

“I think the main thing is we need some-
body in there that will listen to what’s 
going on and focus on supporting the 
entire riding and community instead of 
just focusing on one part of it. I have fam-
ily that lives in throughout Saskatchewan 
because I have eight siblings—there’s one 
in Manitoba, one in Alberta, and the rest 
are spread across Saskatchewan. So we see 
different communities. My wife is actually 
from the States, and she’s a dual citizen so 
we have constant contact with the U.S. as 
well, so we see both sides of the border 
issues. With my current job, I’ve been all 
across the province at different times.”

Candidate Nelson Pohl, a farmer and 
small business owner, says the timing was 
right for him to run for the candidacy.

“I live a little north of Yorkton, on a farm 
in between Springside and Ebenezer,” he 
says. “I’ve been a lifelong farmer, and I am 
also a small business owner. I have owned 
a furnace and duct cleaning business for 
over 15 years. I have two teenage daugh-
ters and I’m married

“Having two daughters, growing up 
watching the condition this country has 
gone into, and the erosion of our freedoms 
that is happening, and just listening over 
the years to hundreds and hundreds of 
customers at their kitchen tables talking 
about their issues, whether it’s if they’re 
farm families, or the big one is the transfer-
ring of farms to families, it’s getting very 

and inheritance taxes.
“Just listening to the affordability prob-

lems that people are having, it’s very real, 
and on a personal level, it’s just being able 
to say I tried my best.

“At the end of the day, we have to stand 
up—somebody has to stand up and be 
strong on these issues, and there’s just a 

window of time right now that I’m really 
able to do this. My girls are older now, my 
business is okay, and it’s just something I 
can do right now and put my whole heart 
and soul into it.”

Pohl says he has some previous political 
involvement, and has also been involved 
on a number of board.

“I’ve been involved on the Yorkton-Mel-
ville Conservative EDA on the executive, 
and I’ve worked on provincial campaigns 
and and also Cathay Wagantall’s federal 
campaign.

Pohl says there are certain issues that are 
top of mind for constituents as he talks to 
them around the riding.

a lot about that,” he says.
“I hear a lot about the hate speech about 

the freedoms of speech, and that they’re 
taking away the religious freedoms. And I 
hear a lot about affordability, that people 
are just having a hard time.”

Pohl says he has been doing a good job 
of getting around the riding.

“We kicked it off with a big meet and 
greet in Ebenezer, and we have traveled the 
whole riding from Carrot River and Tobin 
Lake area right down to the Qu’Appelle 
Valley doing meet and greets, knocking on 
doors, visiting customers, existing custom-
ers. We’ve been out there face to face.”

Pohl says he wants people to know he’s 
familiar with the riding.

“My work takes me every week to just 
about every corner of this riding with my 
furnace and duct cleaning business. I know 
the people, I know the area, the geography 
of it, but more importantly, I know the 
people, and I know them well, and what 
the issues are. I’ve been doing this for a 
long time, meeting people in their homes. I 
understand what’s going on out there. I’ve 
been a lifelong farmer. I’m not just talking 
about it, but I’ve done it. I’ve done small 
business. I’ve employed people. I under-
stand that, and I’m not just talking about it, 
I’m doing it, and I more than understand 
the issues, I’m living them, and that’s im-
portant.”

Three in Conservative candidacy
race for Yorkton-Melville riding

Quinn Haider, Albert Duff, and Nelson Pohl in race to be next
federal Conservative candidate; Nomination set for June 13

Quinn Haider Albert Duff Nelson Pohl

Visit Plain & Valley online at www.plainandvalley.com
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The Town of Melita is seeking a motivated, dependable, and safety-conscious individual 
to join our Public Works team as a full-time permanent Public Works Labourer.    

This position offers a consistent Monday to Friday schedule from 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 
providing excellent work-life balance.

Under the direction of the Public Works Foreman, the successful candidate will 
assist with the construction and maintenance of roads and sidewalks, operation and 
maintenance of water and wastewater systems, operation of public works equipment, 
and other duties as assigned. 

Qualifications
Applicants should possess:

• Grade 12 diploma or equivalent;
• Valid Manitoba Class 5 driver’s license;
• Ability to operate/maintain various vehicles and heavy equipment;
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team;
• Physically capable of performing all work tasks;
• Mechanical and electrical aptitude;
• Willingness to participate in training and professional development;
• Strong communication and interpersonal skills, with a courteous and respectful 
approach when dealing with Council, supervisors, co-workers, and the public;
•Ability to participate in standby and overtime work when required.

Preferred Qualifications
Preference will be given to candidates who possess: 

• A valid Class 3A license or higher;
• Class I Water Treatment & Distribution Certification and Class II Wastewater Treatment 
& Collection Certification.  **The town strongly encourages applications from 
individuals who are working toward these certifications or are willing to obtain them. 
Candidates who demonstrate a commitment to achieving these certifications will be 
given consideration.

What We Offer
• Competitive salary based on qualifications and experience
• Comprehensive benefits package including participation in the MEBP pension plan
• Ongoing training and professional development opportunities
Qualified applicants are invited to submit a detailed resume marked “Public Works 
Labourer”, including salary expectations, as soon as possible. 

This position will remain open until a suitable candidate is selected.

Town of Melita
Attention: Celia Gray, CAO

Box 364, Melita, MB R0M 1L0
Email: celia@melitamb.ca

The Town of Melita thanks all who apply, however only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Public Works Labourer

 Full-Time

UFA cardlock under construction in Moosomin

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Regional Manager of Southern Sas-
katchewan Operations Glen Bentz of Unit-
ed Farmers of Alberta (UFA) spoke at the 
Moosomin Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing last week after UFA recently broke 
ground at the new fuel and cardlock site 
in town, west of Celebration Ford.

Bentz says the site is set to open this No-
vember.

“The site should open November of this 
year. There will be a full product offering. 
This will include diesel, gas, dyed diesel, 
as well as a Dieselex, it’s a patented prod-
uct of the States. We’re the only ones in 
Canada that offer it from Growmark.”

“There was a ‘Million Mile Challenge’ 
on Dieselex, which ran a million miles in 
a Peterbilt, they then pulled it apart after, 
and you could still read the part numbers 
on the valves, so it keeps it really clean in-
side.”

Moosomin site
Bentz says the Moosomin UFA site will 

have many different amenities. 
“As far as the site goes, it will be paved, 

full offering lubricants, oils, mostly Shell, 
but we’ll move away to a branded UFA 
product as well, gloves, etc. There will be 

There will be a cardock, as well as fuel link 
cards you can use. 

“The fuel link will work by plugging it 
in, use your own method of payment, with 
the cardlock you can get UFA credit pre-
approved, and you pay your bill at the end 

of the month. 

three satellites, so the truckers should love 

tanks at the same time on the same pump.”
He says premium gas will also be avail-

able at the site.
“Premium gas is a big one as well. A 

lot of bikers and high-performance sports 
units such as skidoos, use premium, so 
that’s a big offering for us.”

UFA sites in Saskatchewan
Bentz explains UFA’s goals toward 

building sites further east.
“It’s really nice to see the new sites 

around the province. We have two 25-year-
old sites in Saskatchewan, in Kindersley 
and Swift Current. We’re redoing them 
this year, Kindersley totally, but it’s just 
nice to see that we’re moving forward. It’s 
such a nice offering, and we see the qual-
ity of the site that comes together. In Sas-
katchewan, we’ve been here 25 years and 
you wouldn’t know it—that’s those two 
sites I just mentioned—so we’re working 
toward moving east. This year we’ll prob-
ably have six sites in Saskatchewan, and 
one in Manitoba. So we’re going further 
east. Portage opens this year about the 
same time as Moosomin, and we are really 
excited for that. 

“I think it’s a nice deal to come here and 
be part of a progressive community like 
Moosomin.”

He says UFA is focused on building east 
along the Number 1 Highway.

“The Number 1 highway was a big part 
of our decision in coming to Moosomin. 
Highway 1 and Highway 11 is what we 

are focused on. You’ll see that in the com-
ing years. 

or six sites a year. Next year, probably the 
majority will be in Manitoba, but we have 
a big one coming to Prince Albert, which 
will be a triple, so it’ll be ag, fuel and retail 
store. 

“It’s amazing the amount of business 
we’re getting at the store because of the 

fuel cards, people coming in and using 
their membership.”

He says UFA may be interested in build-
ing a retail store in Moosomin in the fu-
ture.

“We talked about that down the road, 

more retail in the future. We have a strong 
selection and supply.”

New development near Celebration Ford and across from Skout Brewing

A rendering of the new UFA fuel and cardlock site being built in Moo-
somin. Construction recently started at the site west of Celebration 
Ford.

REACH 30,000 
HOUSEHOLDS

WITH ONE AD!

Every issue of Plain & Valley is mailed 

direct to readers in Southeast Saskatchewan 

and Southwest Manitoba. 

It is also free to read online at 

www.plainandvalley.com
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August 8th
Band:

the ugly
Strippers

10 PMday pass
Adults: $25.00

Kids 6 - 12: $10.00
5 and under: free

weekend pass
Adults: $40.00

Kids 6 - 12: $15.00

merchandise
available
(debit &
cash)

free
Non-service
RV Parking
Available

And Manor Fun Daze Presents:
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Modified Truck and Tractor Pulls
August 7 & 8 , 2026th th

MAnor Fair Grounds
manor, SK
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Saturday, August 8th

8 AM to 10 AM - Pancake Breakfast: manor rink
11 AM - Parade: main street

Noon to 10:30 PM - Concession Booth
& Food Trucks

1 PM to 6 PM - kids activities: Bouncers,
Face Painting

2 PM - King of the trimmers competition
2 PM to close - Beer Gardens

Rabid Rabbit Monster Truck Rides
tour the pits and meet drivers

7 PM - Modified truck & tractor pulls
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 7TH

4:30 PM to Close -
Beer Gardens

4:30 PM to 10:30 PM -
Concession Booth
& Food Trucks

7 PM - Modified Truck
and Tractor Pulls

NEW event:
King of the
trimmers

lawnmower
competition

merchandise
available
(d(( ebit &
cash)h

August 8th
Band:

the ugly
Strippers

10 PMday papp ss
Adults: $25.00

Kids 6 - 12: $10.00
5 and under: free

weekend papp ss
Adults: $40.00

Kids 6 - 12: $15.00

free
Non-service
RV PaPP rking
Available

NEW event:
King of the
trimmers

lawnmower
competition
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Elkhorn Elks 12
th

Anniversary 

Western 
Weekend

admission

$15
per day

$20
weekend pass

Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday 

July 31, August 1 &2
Manitoba Pro Chariot
& Chuckwagon Races

Friday, July 31

7:00 PM & 8:30 PM

Saturday, August 1

4:00 PM & 7:00 PM

Sunday, August 2

1:00 PM & 4:00 PM

Beer Gardens - Friday Travis Barre 

Saturday Clubbing Fraggles “80s 

Pop & Party Rock” live all day 

Sunday Lyle Baldwin 

“Country Classic Sunday”

Children’s Entertainment
Saturday & Sunday

Home Made cooking Concession

Booth open all weekend

Wallace District Fire Dept 

breakfasts Saturday & Sunday

Elkhorn, 
MB

$1,500  Dash for Cash
Sponsored by  Third Dimension Industries

LIVE Calcutta SATURDAY 2:30 PM in Beer Gardens,

 Silent Calcutta (sold same as other years)

Cornhole Entries 
$20/team 30 team limit

Cash Prizes & Trophy for
the winners. Entries to 
Kevin  204-851-2152     

or Cassidy 204-748-5135

Slo-Pitch 
Tourney

Sponsored by EDCC

Entries to 

Devrin 
204-441-4111

Cash prizes

Barrel Racing
1:00 PM 

Entries to Cynthia

204-851-2910

Minimum $500 add-

ed money
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Celebrate Canada Day 
in Elkhorn, MB

Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Entertainment
Saw Mill Demo
Parade down Richhill Ave
Kid Zone

BBQ Lunch at the Museum grounds
Kids Activities, Threshing Displays, Museum 
Tours etc. at the Museum grounds
Beer Gardens
Catered Supper

Please call to reserve a spot for the supper.
For more information please contact the 

Elkhorn LUD Office at 204-845-2161

Mady Kennedy biking coast to coast for cancer
BY ASHLEY BOCHEK

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Mady Kennedy of Manitoba is biking 
across Canada to fundraise for the Cana-
dian Cancer Society and raise awareness 
for families and individuals who have 
struggled with cancer.

Kennedy started biking across the coun-
try by plunging into the Atlantic Ocean 
April 27 at Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia and 
plans to end early June when she reaches 

She is following a family tradition. Her 
uncle, Sheldon Kennedy, rollerbladed 
across Canada in 1998 raising awareness 
and fundraising for a charity. Kennedy at-
tributes the idea to her uncle and wants to 

continue the legacy.
“I am an endurance athlete. I just started 

biking 10 months ago, and I am biking 
across the country to raise a million dollars 
for the Canadian Cancer Society.”

Kennedy stopped in Elkhorn last 
Wednesday evening and was greeted with 
a large crowd of family and friends during 
a community barbecue held for her jour-
ney and cause.

“I currently live in Winnipeg, and I grew 
up in Beausejour. My family is from Elk-

water park in Brandon, so I grew up in 
Manitoba, this is home.”

Continued on Page 21

What A Privilege raising money for Canadian Cancer Society
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CARLYLE
FUN DAYZ

Free entertainment  •  Free admission  •  50-booth trade show
5-Food trucks and great fair food!

SOUTHERN PLAINS
CO-OP FAMILY FUN ZONE

ON SATURDAY
Free bouncers, foam party,

bouncers for young & old

BEER GARDENS
OPEN FRIDAY

AND SATURDAY

CANUCK AMUSEMENTS
MIDWAY DAY PASS: $35

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY
Great carnival games

FRIDAY FUN DAYZ MAIN STAGE
6 PM start  •  Local Rein  •  Switch to close the night out 

SATURDAY FUN DAYZ MAIN STAGE
3 PM - Midnight  •  Winsome Kind   •  The Leftovers

WONDERLAND
One of Sask’s premier party bands!

A favourite at Craven! Hits of the

‘80s and ‘90s

DR. ROCKTOPUS
Winners of top party band in Manitoba.

Will be doing one set of Big Shiny Tunes 2 followed 

by a set of hits and covers of current hits.

This high energy act will get you dancing!

JUNE 26, 27, 28

CARLYLE
FUN DAYZ

CARLYLE SPORTS ARENA
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BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE 

REPORTER

Moosomin’s third annual 
Walk for Alzheimer’s was 
on Saturday, May 30. Over 
100 walkers joined this year 

-
nized by families and busi-
nesses in the area.

Walkers from all over the 
area walked on the Saturday 
as well as local health-relat-
ed businesses participated 

the walk.

says this year’s walk went 
really well with lots of walk-

their support for the cause.
“The day was windy, it 

was cloudy, but the rain 
held off until after the walk, 

of positive comments. We 
had over 100 walkers, which 

now. So that was excellent.

that was different this year. 
You can make a team, and 

under your teams.”
Whelpton says the Well-

ness Expo offered lots of 
helpful resources.

-
out. We had 10 vendors, 

-
ment had a booth there, so 
I was very impressed with 
that because we asked prob-
ably about 20 businesses if 
they wanted to come. I think 

we don’t have a central hub 
or place where we have all 
that information. We need to 

-
ports and services that we 

CPAP, and physiotherapy 
can offer courses for se-
niors, so that you maintain 
your balance so there is less 
chance of a fall, or other dif-

Enjoyed seeing
community 
members

Whelpton says she most 

participate in the walk and 

was my favourite part of the 
day. We had walkers from 

half hour radius around 
Moosomin. We also had a 
family from Indian Head.

“I wish I could have vis-
ited more with people, but 

the smiles on their faces, 
-

work that you put into it 
worthwhile when people 
appreciate it.”

Continued on Page 25 

Moosomin’s Walk for Alzheimer’s draws over 100 walkers

Above: The Thorn family who were walking in memory of Phyllis Thorn 
at the Alzheimer Walk.

Below: Volunteers and organizers, from left, Maureen Harrison with the 
Alzheimer’s Society, Sonia Sangaard, Rene Whelpton and Kelsey Nagy.

Roman Chernykh, Lidiia Serdiuk, Maryna 
Chernykh, and Lyla Smart before the walk.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM TO STAY UP TO DATE WITH SPECIAL EVENTS AND CHANGES!
UNIVERSE SATELLITE AQUATIC CENTRE UNIVERSE_SATELLITE_AQUATIC

UNIVERSE
SATELLITE

Aquatic Centre
Home of the Rocanville Tiger Sharks

818 FRANCIS AVE. | ROCANVILLE, SK.  |  1-306-645-2011

CURRENT 
POOL SCHEDULE

WATER WALKING
JOIN US MONDAYS & 

WEDNESDAYS
10 AM - 11 AM

What is Water Walking?
A gentle, low-impact self-led 

time to walk laps in the 
shallow end of the pool

Improves mobility & flexibility
Builds strength safely
Boosts cardiovascular health
Fun & social environment

All Levels Welcome!

AQUAFIT
JOIN US 

MONDAYS & 
WEDNESDAYS
9 AM - 10 AM
TUESDAYS & 
THURSDAYS
7 PM - 8 PM

Join our high-energy 
class and experi-

ence a full-body workout 
that is fun and effective

SENIOR AQUATIC 
FITNESS CLASS
JOIN US TUESDAYS & 

THURSDAYS
11 AM - 12 PM

Looking for a gentle, effective way 
to build strength and stability?

Low impact, joint friendly 
  movement

Light cardio at a comfortable pace
Focus on mobility and balance

Gentle strength training to support  
 everyday life

LANE SWIM
Looking for a focused, self-
paced workout in the water?

Lane swim is your time to dive 
in and swim your way!

What is Lane Swim?
A designated time slot for 

swimmers who want to swim 
laps continuously - no 

classes, no distractions.
Improve & perfect your strokes
Build endurance and stamina
Clear your mind & reduce stress
Swim at your own pace

WE’RE ALSO TAKING BOOKINGS FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES & PRIVATE RENTALS!
To book a rental or to inquire about courses please email rocanvillepool@gmail.com
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SERVING
SOUTHEAST

SASKATCHEWAN
& WESTERN MANITOBA

ARCOLA, SK

8 : 4 5 am : E s t e r h a z y C ommun i t y M a r k e t ( A l l d a y )
5 pm - 2 am : T a i l g a t e P a r t y & B e e r G a r d e n s ( 1 9 + ) .
@ O u t d o o r R i n k

O p e n i n g A c t : D i s t a n t H ow l s @ 7 : 3 0 pm
M a i n P e r f o rm a n c e : H i t N R u n @ 9 pm - 1 am

6 pm : B a l l D i amo n d D e d i c a t i o n C e r emo n y @
D i amo n d # 4 f o l l o w e d b y U 1 1 e x h i b i t i o n g am e
7 pm : E s t e r h a z y W a r r i o r F o o t b a l l A l umn i G am e

8 am - 1 1 am : P a n c a k e B r e a k f a s t @
L i t t l e M i n e r ’ s D a y c a r e
9 am : H a z y T r a i l R a c e 5 km / 1 0 km
1 0 am - 2 pm : E s t e r h a z y F o r d C a r
S h ow @ D a n a A n t a l P a r k i n g L o t
1 2 - 4 pm : H a z y D a y s K i d s Z o n e @ B a l l
D i am o n d s

B o u n c e r s & I n t e r a c t i v e G am e s
F a c e P a i n t , V e n d o r s & T r e a t s
1 pm : “ D UN K T H E MA Y O R ” M a y o r &
C o u n c i l l o r D u n k T a n k

A l l d a y : H a z y D a y s S l o - p i t c h
T o u r n ame n t @ B a l l D i am o n d s

C o n c e s s i o n & B e e r G a r d e n s
A l l d a y : F o o d , D r i n k & G o l f S p e c i a l s
@ E s t e r h a z y G o l f C o u r s e
8 pm : N ame t h a t T u n e & K a r a o k e @
E s t e r h a z y C h i c k e n C h e f

HazyDays
2026

June 19th-21st

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

SUNDAY
9 am : S umme r S o l s t i c e H i k e &
Y o g a w i t h L u n a Y o g a & H e a l i n g
2 pm : M o v i e M a t i n e e @ M a p l e L e a f
T h e a t r e

HAZ Y DAY S - E S T E RHAZ Y COMMUN I T Y DAY S

H yyDDy

New owners of Moosomin 
Sports Excellence

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Moosomin Sports Excellence has new 
owners—Kate Thompson and Mike 
Schoonbaert. 

Moosomin Sports Excellence opened in 
2023 on South Front Street, full of sporting 
goods for all sports and age groups within 
the community.

Thompson and Schoonbaert took pos-
session of the fairly new business two 
weeks ago and are excited to run the busi-

ness as new entrepreneurs in Moosomin.
Thompson says the sports store com-

bines their two favourite things. “For the 
both of us, this would probably be our 
number one choice in running a business. 
We’re very excited to get going. We of-

May 13.”
Schoonbaert adds, “Kate will be at the 

store full-time, six days a week, at least. 
We’re really excited.”

Continued on page 19

Visit Plain & Valley online

at www.plainandvalley.com
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Proudly owned and operated 
by Cowessess First Nation

BOOK A TEE TIME BY CALLING THE PRO SHOP:

306.696.2507    
CLUBHOUSE: 306.696.3204

Happy National 
Indigenous 
Peoples Day

INDIGENOUSINDIGENOUSNationalNational
JUNE 21

2026PEOPLE’S PEOPLE’S DAYDAY

$50,000 for playground at Kahkewistahaw First Nation
Kahkewistahaw First Nation was presented with a cheque for $50,000 on May 28 for Chief Kahkewistahaw Community School for playground 

improvements. The day also included a feast with students and the community. The $50,000 for the playground is part of the provincial govern-
ment’s new School Playground Equipment Matching Grant.



This year, Regina was the host city for the 23rd National 
Aboriginal Hockey Championships (NAHC) from May 
3-9, with Ochapowace First Nation serving as the main 
organizer for the event.

“The National Aboriginal Hockey Championships al-
ways bring a powerful energy with them,” said Vanessa 
McGregor, ASC Executive Director.

Ochapowace Nation proudly served as the Indigenous 
host, working in close partnership with the Federation 
of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN) and the Regina 
Hotel Association to celebrate the talent, spirit, and cul-
tural pride of Indigenous youth athletes. This meaningful 
collaboration not only showcased athletic excellence but 
also strengthened community bonds and highlighted the 

lasting impact of coming together in a spirit of unity and 
celebration.

Preston Henry of Ochapowace Nation recalls the tradi-
tional importance of sport among First Nations in Treaty 
4. “The Championships recalls this long tradition of our 
peoples,” he says, “and we’ve got a large home crowd for 
hockey. We’re honored that Regina was chosen as the host 
venue.”

The NAHC was established by the Aboriginal Sport 

Circle in 2002. The six-day tournament displays the in-
credible talent of elite U18 Indigenous men’s and wom-
en’s hockey from First Nation, Inuit, and Métis communi-
ties across the country.

turned to Saskatchewan since 2012. The event is held in 
a different city each year, offering hosts an opportunity 
to foster cultural pride, reconciliation, and unity among 
Indigenous peoples.
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Ochapowace hosts National
Aboriginal Hockey Championships

Happy National Indigenous 
People’s Day!

⊲ Business Diploma In Management
Whitewood | September 1, 2026

⊲ Continuing Care Assistant
Whitewood | September 8, 2026 

⊲ Adult 12
Whitewood | September 8, 2026

⊲ Electrician
Whitewood | February 1, 2027

RREEGGIISSTTEERR NNOOWW
1-866-999-7372

www.southeastcollege.org

INDIGENOUSINDIGENOUSNationalNational
JUNE 21

2026PEOPLE’S PEOPLE’S DAYDAY

Ochapowace Chief Shelley Bear, dignitaries 
and hockey players during the opening cer-
emonies of the National Aboriginal Hockey 
Championships.
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Kevin Weedmark
MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

office@kevinweedmark.ca
(306) 435-4005

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington

canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net
(306) 443-4400

Hon.  Warren Kaeding
MLA for Melville-Saltcoats

warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
(306) 728-3881

On the summer solstice, we recognize and celebrate the cultures, traditions and contributions 
of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. This day holds deep cultural significance as many 

Indigenous communities gather to honour traditions, languages and cultural practices.

As we mark 30 years of National Indigenous Peoples Day, we honour the First Nations, Inuit
and Métis peoples of Saskatchewan and thank them for sharing their rich history, heritage

and cultural teachings with all.

National Indigenous Peoples Day
June 21, 2026  |  30th Anniversary

World Spectator National Indigenous Peoples Day 2026 - HarrisonD, Weedmark, Kaeding_10.25x7.5.indd   1 6/2/2026   9:34:26 AM

INDIGENOUSINDIGENOUSNationalNational
JUNE 21

2026PEOPLE’S PEOPLE’S DAYDAY

On May 20, Kiskisiwew-Ochapowace First 
Nation held their swearing-in ceremony for their 
newly elected chief and council. There was a 
pipe ceremony in the morning, followed by a 
community lunch and offi cial swearing ceremony 
of Chief Shelley Bear and the six counsellors. 

Chief Shelley Bear signs her oath of offi ce at 
the ceremony on May 20. 

Chief Shelley 
Bear received 

a gift of an 
Eagle Feather 
after she was 

sworn-in.

The Kiskisiwew Boys drumming during the 
offi cial swearing-in ceremony at Kiskisiwew-
Ochapowace First Nation. 



Continued from Page 14
Thompson says they have had lots of support these 

past few months with taking over the business.
“It’s very overwhelming. There is a lot to learn, a lot to 

do, but Khyra Ingram, who has been here for the last nine 
months, she is amazing. She knows almost everything, so 
she’s able to show me the ropes, and Tyler Thorn has been 
great with helping us through the transition.”

“I think we were pleasantly surprised with Khyra be-
cause we knew she had a good grip on things, but even 
more than we thought,” said Schoonbaert.

Thompson says Celebration Ford Owner Tyler Thorn 
has been a huge help. “Part of our purchase agreement 
was that Tyler would help us get things sorted, and I re-
ally don’t think he will stop helping if we ask questions 
after. He has been such a huge help for us.”

Interest in owning business
Thompson explains owning a business in Moosomin 

has been a conversation they’ve had over the years.
“We started looking at owning our own business a bit 

ago when there was another business in town that came 
up for sale and we thought about it, then realized it 
wouldn’t have worked for us, but it got the thought pro-
cess started.” 

Schoonbaert says they noticed an ad earlier this year 
explaining Sports Excellence was looking for new owner-
ship. “We started talking about owning our own business 
and having those conversations, but then all of a sudden 
Kate saw this ad one day.”

Thompson says they have had lots of support these 
past few months with taking over the business.

“It’s very overwhelming. There is a lot to learn, a lot to 
do, but Khyra Ingram, who has been here for the last nine 
months, she is amazing. She knows almost everything, so 
she’s able to show me the ropes, and Tyler Thorn has been 
great with helping us through the transition.”

“I think we were pleasantly surprised with Khyra be-
cause we knew she had a good grip on things, but even 
more than we thought,” said Schoonbaert.

Thompson says Celebration Ford Owner Tyler Thorn 
has been a huge help. “Part of our purchase agreement 
was that Tyler would help us get things sorted, and I re-
ally don’t think he will stop helping if we ask questions 
after. He has been such a huge help for us.”

Interest in owning business
Thompson explains owning a business in Moosomin 

has been a conversation they’ve had over the years.
“We started looking at owning our own business a bit 

ago when there was another business in town that came 
up for sale and we thought about it, then realized it 
wouldn’t have worked for us, but it got the thought pro-
cess started.” 

Schoonbaert says they noticed an ad earlier this year 
explaining Sports Excellence was looking for new owner-
ship. “We started talking about owning our own business 
and having those conversations, but then all of a sudden 
Kate saw this ad one day.”

“We didn’t really think too seriously about it right off 
the bat, but we booked an appointment with Community 
Futures anyway because we had no idea what all it would 
entail,” he said.

“Before our meeting with Community Futures, I went 
to show a family member the listing, and it was gone, and 
I thought it must have sold which wasn’t a big deal, but 
we decided to keep the appointment because we had dis-
cussed it before,” Thompson said. “Then when we met 
with Community Futures and Leanne said she’d just call 
Tyler to see what was going on, and it was still for sale. 
It was a three-month posting, and he just hadn’t re-listed 
it yet. So we jumped in with two feet at that point and it 
was a whirlwind couple of months, but it also felt like it 
took forever.”

for them.
“It wasn’t necessarily something we knew we always 

wanted to do, but when a couple of businesses came up 
for sale in town we realized we would like to run a busi-
ness, but it had to be the right one,” explained Thompson.

Schoonbaert adds, “It had to work for the both us, and 
you can’t get much better than this for us.”

Dream business
Thompson says Sports Excellence encompasses their 

love for sports and running a business.
“I would say it is our dream of owning a business and 

our passion for sports colliding. It’s exactly what we 
would have chosen, if we could have picked this.”

Sports driven
Thompson and Schoonbaert say they are both very in-

volved in sports. 
”Sports are my passion,” said Thompson. “I love it. All 

of our kids have been involved in sports, we, ourselves, 
have been involved in sports, and I think the need for this 
in Moosomin is so huge, and the potential for it is huge.” 

“I also love sports,” says Schoonbaert. “I am home ev-
ery night watching the Jays game, and playing golf. We 

playing ladies fastball, so it’s what we love.”
Thompson adds, “Its what our lives revolve around.”

Sporting goods,
footwear and much more

Thompson says the sports store holds all sporting 
goods ranging from kids to adults.

“You get a little bit of everything here. It’s actually 
mind-boggling, the amount of stuff that is in here.

“The main draw is the footwear, men’s, ladies, kids, 
mostly active footwear as well as Red Wing work boots 
for the mine workers. 

“Then, the apparel, and the sporting goods, ranging 
from your main sports, baseball, hockey, football, and 
soccer to curling, pickleball, badminton rackets, golf—we 
sold a set of golf clubs the other day—it ranges from ev-
erything. We are also excited to learn if there’s anything 
else we need, or if there is stuff that we have that doesn’t 
seem there is a need for. We are very excited to start run-
ning the business and meeting our customers. We are 
ready!”

June 2026 Plain and Valley 19

Conditions apply. Savings up to $750 with SmartReturn savings compared to regular 2-year term device pricing. Device purchased with SmartReturn to be returned in 24 months 
in good condition. Device traded in must have a $1 minimum trade-in value. Offer ends August 6, 2025. © 2025 Samsung Electronics Canada Inc. All rights reserved. Samsung 
and Samsung Galaxy are registered trademarks or trademarks of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd., used with permission. Image simulated. Samsung Account login is required for 
certain AI features.

Ultra Unfolds
Get the all-new Galaxy Z Fold7 or Z Flip7 with Galaxy AI. 
Trade in and save up to $750 with SmartReturn.

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS
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3N0.

Plain and Valley is delivered to post office boxes 
across Southeast Saskatchewan and southwest Mani-
toba.

Canada Post Customer Number 2116693.
Canada Post Contract Number 40011909.

Canada Post employees: As a community newspa-

per, Plain and Valley can be delivered into all post of-

fice boxes, not just those that have opted to receive 

flyers in the Consumers’ Choice program.

Contact us
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Spectator, career and classified advertising across Sas-
katchewan, and blanket classified advertising across 
Canada.

Printing services
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Halfway through journey
Kennedy explains stopping in Elkhorn and travelling 

through Manitoba last week was the halfway point in her 
journey.

“We started in Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia, we jumped 
in the ocean there at the beginning. This is the halfway 
point, which is kind of poetic—the halfway point being 

needed. Then, we’re going to end in Vancouver on June 
14, my 30th birthday.”

Family affected by cancer
Kennedy says cancer has closely affected her family and 

sees her journey as a way to embrace the privilege of a 
healthy body.

“My mom was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2021, 

can be ripped away from us, and it just made me never 
-

sion to really take advantage of my healthy, able body 
and inspire other people to move and appreciate life more 
while we have it.”

Inspiration from family
Kennedy says her uncle, Sheldon Kennedy, was a huge 

inspiration to bike coast to coast.
“My uncle rollerbladed across Canada 30 years ago 

of forced him into it, but it has been fun being on the road 
together and having him by my side.”

Kennedy says she is motivated to bike for cancer sur-
vivors.

people that can’t, and show people what’s possible. 
-

-
-

don’t think we do that enough in life.”

Donate online at
Canadian Cancer Society What A 
Privilege

Kennedy says anyone can donate online through What 
a Privilege on the Cancer Society website.

“People can donate to What a Privilege and the Cancer 
-

cial media and there is a link on there to donate. What a 
Privilege Canadian Cancer Society is our cause and place 
to donate. 

have to go through all of the numbers after the hometown 
stretch because we had a lot of support over the last week, 
so we have to do a new tally, but we do have a long way 

-
mentum from these past few days through home.”

Mental challenge
Kennedy says she bikes up to 200 kilometres every day.
“We’re biking anywhere from 140 to 200 kilometres a 

day. Our most was 200 kilometres so far, and it’s about 
seven hours on the bike every single day. So, it’s like a job, 

there for a couple hours, take a little break, go out there 

start again the next day. 

than physically. Being able to occupy your mind for that 
long, and making sure that it’s a really good place to be 
in your mind because when you’re in your thoughts for 
that long, it can be hard to steer it in the right direction.”

She says connections, stories, and people she has met 
on her journey motivate her each day.

-
umental in the moment, but when you look at the bigger 
picture of the lives you’re impacting, and having those 
conversations with people, it’s so amazing.”

Stories shared on journey
Kennedy says many people across Canada have shared 

their cancer stories whith her along her journey.
“The number of people that have shared their cancer 

stories, whether that’s themselves going through it, be-
ing a survivor, their wife, or they lost somebody close to 
them, it’s so heartwarming, it breaks your heart, but at the 
same time it’s the motivation that keeps me going. That is 
my mission and my why, so hearing those stories  gives 
me both sides of it, and it’s so cool to have those connec-
tions with people. 

“One guy that we met on the tour, was going through 
cancer treatment during his bike ride across Canada, 

house, and we ended up biking with him for maybe three 

-
ting an email, he somehow found my email, and he wrote, 

-

making an impact on someone’s life, and that they might 
remember it for the rest of their life and inspire them to do 
something crazy too.”

Kennedy says she is biking across the country to en-
courage and motivate everyone to challenge themselves.

there’s the piece that is for the people that can’t, and then 
there’s the piece that if you are able, it’s to encourage peo-
ple to take advantage of that and take care of their healthy 

can do anything that we set our mind to, and if you have 
the privilege of having a healthy able body, take care of 

riding for.”

cause, What A Privilege, online at:
https://fundraisemyway.cancer.ca/

campaigns/WhatAPrivilege 

See Plain & Valley online any time at

www.plainandvalley.com
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A full service lumber and hardware 
outlet serving residential,  

agricultural, commercial, and  
industrial needs.

We Carry:
• Treated Deck & Fence Material
• Shop Material Packages
• Vista Aluminum Deck Railing

204-556-2672

1/4 Mile South of Wawota on Grid #603 

• RETAIL SALES• RETAIL SALES
• CUSTOM SLAUGHTER & PROCESSING• CUSTOM SLAUGHTER & PROCESSING

• W ILD GAME PROCESSING• W ILD GAME PROCESSING

1-306-739-2500      
Emergency 

1-306-434-7125

Virden Eyecare Centre 
Dr. David Cochrane   |   Dr. Julie Paradine 

170 NELSON STREET WEST    VIRDEN, MB 

204-748-1094

• OPTOMETRY •

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY
• ACCOUNTING •

prairiestrong.ca 

ESTERHAZY OFFICE 
420 Main Street
306-745-6611

ADVERTISE
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
HERE!

306-435-2445

• CUSTOM PRINTING •

The Kids Wanna 

20 22
Monday, February 21, (Family Day Holiday – Welwyn Rin

The Welwyn Kids’ 
Bonspiel is Back!

• All school kids aged 10 - 18• Sign up individually or as a • No previous experience nee• Everyone guaranteed a priz

$15/CURL
Call/text Ch

FEATURED

APPETIZERS

Make sure it’s The World-Spectator!

306-435-2445

LAWN MAINTENANCE INVOICE

CUSTOMER ACCOUNT NO.

TELEPHONE NO.

INVOICE DATE

ACCOUNTS TYPE

 RESIDENTIAL  REGULAR

 COMMERCIAL  1-TIME

FREQUENCY KEY

ANNUALLY = AN

3 MONTHS = 3M

BIMONTHLY = BI

6 MONTHS = 6M

MONTHLY = MO

WEEKLY = WK

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR PAYMENT

 WORK DONE FREQUENCY DESCRIPTION/MATERIALS USED UNIT AMOUNT

HOGARTH’S LAWN & GARDEN

GST #861648004 RT0001

Box 812, 1118 Main Street

MOOSOMIN, SASKATCHEWAN   S0G 3N0

Tel: (306) 435-2647     Cell: (306) 435-9689

To ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

TERMS: NET 30 DAYS - 2% INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED

HWY #48 • P.O. BOX 760 • KIPLING SK • S0G 2S0

Cell: 306-631-4369

Work: 306-736-2518

Fax: 306-736-2476

SALES CONSULTANT

kristoff.mmp@gmail.com

CHEVROLET – BUICK – GMC

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

 908 Park Ave.

306-435-3723

BUFFET EVERY DAY! 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

pizza menu

All pizza’s include 1 Litre Pop

 

SMALL 
MEDIUM LARGE  EXTRA-LARGE

HOUSE SPECIAL 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(pepperoni, ham, onion, green pepper)

HAWAIIAN 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

PEPPERONI 

12.95 18.95 25.95 33.95

VEGETARIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 28.95 38.95

(tomato, green pepper, onion, mushroom)

CANADIAN PIZZA 
13.95 19.95 27.95 35.95

(ham, pepperoni, mushroom)

pizza combos

PIZZA COMBO MEAL A   

45.95
Medium Pizza

Chicken Wings

Pizza Nuggets

Caesar Salad

1 Litre Pop

ZZA COMBO MEAL B 
Call today for a custom quote!

Mady Kennedy biking coast to coast for cancer
What A Privilege raising money for Canadian Cancer Society
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Moosomin’s Third Annual
Walk for Alzheimers

There was an amazing crowd out on the morning of 
May 30 for Moosomin’s third annual Walk for Alzheim-
er’s. There were people out from across the area to show 
their support and raise money for the Alzheimer Society.

The fundraising total is not in yet, but with one anony-
mous donor matching donations to the Moosomin walk 
up to $50,000, it’ll be interesting to see what the total 
raised will be this year! 

Thanks for the organizers and thanks to everyone who 
came out to show their support!
Southeast College Grad, Whitewood

I was honored to speak at the Southeast College grad 
in Whitewood! 

It was wonderful to see all these bright young students 
reach this important milestone in their lives! Congratula-
tions to all the grads! I can’t wait to see all that you will 
accomplish!
Forum Sante, Saskatoon

It was an honor to speak at the Forum Sante in Saska-
toon on May 30! The Forum Sante was hosted by the Re-
seau Sante En Francais de la Saskatchewan. I was happy 
to share that a new patient program in Saskatchewan of-
fers a Health Accompagnateur Service, which helps en-
sure accessible and comprehensive care to patients. It was 
great to meet so many wonderful people and brush up on 
my high school French!
Moosomin Pinoy Basketball

Congratulations to Moosomin Team 1 on winning the 
Moosomin Pinoy Basketball tournament, which attracted 
teams from Brandon, Yorkton, Carlyle, Virden, Russell, 
and Moosomin. 

There was some great basketball over the weekend and 
the excitement level in the final game is like being court-
side at an NBA game!
Mining Week 2026

The Government of Saskatchewan has proclaimed 
May 31 to June 6, 2026, as Saskatchewan Mining Week, 
recognizing the vital contributions of the province’s min-
ing sector and the people who support it. In our region 
we know how important the mining industry is, with the 
two largest potash mines in the world at Rocanville and 
Esterhazy.

Mining Week provides an opportunity to celebrate 
the people, partnerships and innovation that continue 
to drive the sector forward. It also highlights career op-
portunities in mining, as the industry works to attract the 
next generation of skilled workers in areas such as trades, 
engineering, environmental sciences and technology.

Saskatchewan’s mining sector continues to show strong 
momentum, generating more than $12.8 billion in mineral 
sales in 2025, up 19 per cent from 2024, driven by gains in 
potash ($9.3 billion) and record uranium sales ($3.2 bil-
lion). The industry is a major economic driver, supporting 

thousands of jobs and leading Canada in mineral devel-
opment investment at $6.7 billion, while exceeding explo-
ration targets under the Critical Minerals Strategy. 

With continued growth in exploration and emerging 
resources such as helium, lithium, copper, zinc and gold, 
Saskatchewan is strengthening its position as a top min-
ing destination and a reliable global supplier of critical 
minerals.

Mining Week highlights the strength of Saskatchewan’s 
mining sector and its importance to the province’s future. 
With continued growth and opportunity, the industry 
will play a key role in supporting Saskatchewan’s econ-
omy for years to come.
Construction continues on new 33-
bed long-term care facility in Grenfell

It’s great to see construction progressing on the new 33-
bed long term care facility in Grenfell! This new facility 
will ensure that people can get the care they need close to 
the people and communities they love. 

Our government has reduced the community share of 
the cost of new health care construction from 20 per cent 
to 10 per cent, and increased the government share from 
80 per cent to 90 per cent to make new capital projects 
more affordable for communities.
Mining Week luncheon

I was happy to be there for the Saskatchewan Mining 
Week luncheon sponsored by the Saskatchewan Chamber 
of Commerce and the Saskatchewan Mining Association 
in Regina. 

In 2025, Saskatchewan’s mining sector generated over 
$12.8 billion in mineral sales—a 19 per cent increase over 
2024. Potash sales rose by more than 18 per cent to $9.3 
billion. Uranium sales climbed 24 per cent to $3.2 bil-
lion—a new industry record, and the second consecutive 
year uranium sales surpassed the Saskatchewan Growth 
Plan’s 2030 target by more than 50 per cent. 

That’s what happens when world-class geology meets 
a competitive investment climate and an industry full of 
people who know what they’re doing.

Saskatchewan posted the second-highest real GDP 
growth of any Canadian province in 2024, with mining, 

quarrying, and oil and gas extraction rising 5.6 per cent—
well above the national average growth rate of 1.6 per 
cent. 

The sector employs over 20,000 people through direct 
jobs and contractors, and generates over $3 billion in an-
nual procurement from Saskatchewan businesses.  These 
are good jobs—stable, well-paying jobs that support fami-
lies in communities across this province, including com-
munities in Moosomin-Montmartre.

And the future looks even brighter. Saskatchewan ac-
counted for over 16 per cent of national spending on min-
eral exploration in 2025, surpassing the Critical Minerals 
Strategy goal, and exploration spending is projected to 
grow to $483 million in 2026—a 23 per cent increase. 

Saskatchewan is home to 27 of Canada’s 34 critical 
minerals—including uranium, lithium, and potash—po-
sitioning this province as a cornerstone of domestic and 
international supply chains.  As the global economy tran-
sitions and nations scramble to secure critical mineral 
supply chains, Saskatchewan isn’t just a participant in 
that story. We are one of the most important chapters in it.
New playground at MacLeod School

It was great to see the kids playing on the new play-
ground at MacLeod School last week! Our government 
provided a $50,000 playground grant to MacLeod School. 
Grants were also provided for playgrounds in Rocanville, 
Wapella, Kahkewistahaw and Montmartre!
60 years for Wapella Library

I was happy to speak at the 60th anniversary of the Wa-
pella Library Thursday night and join the community for 
a barbecue! Wapella is a wonderful community, and the 
library is at the heart of the community. While enjoying a 
barbecued burger in the sun, I mentioned that it was the 
most relaxing time of my week, and two young couples 
immediately said “that’s why we live in Wapella!”

Libraries are more than places to borrow books. They 
are centres of learning, connection and opportunity.

Whether it’s early literacy for children, support for stu-
dents, resources for lifelong learning, or a 3D printer for 
community use, libraries play a vital role in strengthening 
literacy and supporting people at every stage of life.

Our government supports the Library system, includ-
ing the Southeast Regional Library, which is receiving 
more than $1 million to help deliver library services to 
communities across the region, including Wapella.

This funding helps ensure libraries across the province 
can continue to provide essential services, programs and 
access to information.

Thanks to the board members, staff, and community 
supporters who have made Wapella Library a vital part 
of the community for 60 years!
Reach out

It is great to spend more time in the riding after spring 
session, and I’m always willing to listen to you. Feel free 
to call me at 306-435-4005 or email office@kevinweed-
mark.ca

It was great to meet up with Christalee Froese of the 
More Joy Movement in Saskatoon.

Above left: Speaking at a Health Forum.

Above right: Speaking at Southeast College
Graduation in Whitewood.

Construction progress on the new 33-bed long term 
care facility in Grenfell!

The Scissors Creek site 
at Nutrien Rocanville, the 
largest potash mine in the 

world.

Report from the
Legislature
KEVIN WEEDMARK

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

From Saskatoon to Regina to Moosomin to Wapella

I was happy to speak at the 60th anniversary of the 

Wapella Library Thursday night and join the community 

for a barbecue! 

I was happy to speak at the 60th anniversary of the Wapella Library Thursday night 

and join the community for a barbecue! 



BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Cam Brown of Envision Counselling, 
recently moved to Moosomin and offers 
counselling services to the community 

Main Street. 
Envision Counselling and Support Cen-

tre is a safe space open to anyone in the 
public in need of support. It is a free coun-
selling service available now in Moosomin 
and Rocanville.

Brown is originally from Estevan and 
moved to Moosomin to offer counselling 
services to the area. She worked previ-
ously at St. Joseph’s Treatment Centre in 
Estevan.

“I’m from Estevan, I was born and 
raised there. I moved to the United States 
after high school to play volleyball, so I 
spent two years down in Williston, North 
Dakota, and then I went to school for two 
years down in Florida to play volleyball. 
That is where I got my Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology. 

“Then, I moved back home with the idea 
of still going back to Florida eventually, 
but then plans changed, and I ended up 
staying at home where I got a job at the 
treatment center in Estevan. I started off 
as a support worker there where I would 
serve the clients food, and hang out with 
them, not doing any kind of counselling, 
but I knew I was interested in doing it.”

Brown completed her Masters of Psy-
chology last August while working at the 
treatment centre.

“Then I got asked to be a counsellor, 

thought it was too fast, and they told me, 
‘We wouldn’t have asked you if we didn’t 
feel like you were ready or not capable 
of doing it,’ so then I became a counsel-
lor and stayed at the treatment centre for 
three years, and in the middle of that I de-
cided to do my master’s. I have a Masters 

She says working at the treatment centre 
while taking her masters aligned a lot of 
concepts in psychology and counselling.

“In school we focused on different types 
of therapy. We’d have a week or so where 
we would just do Cognitive Behavioural 
Therapy (CBT) or Dialectical Behavioural 
Therapy (DBT), all these different types. 
It was cool because I’d learn about it at 
school, and then would see it implement-
ed at work. So, that was really cool to see 

that opportunity, so that was really neat 
to see. I was coached a lot by my supervi-
sors at the treatment centre as well. They 
helped me a lot.” 

Envision Counselling
Brown is a Rapid Access Counsellor 

with Envision Counselling. She has an of-

on Main Street and is in Rocanville at the 
Medical Centre on Tuesdays.

“I got into Envision Counselling be-
cause I knew I wanted to move to Mooso-
min, and there’s not a whole lot of mental 
health resources here, and I knew I wanted 
to do something with mental health, and 
luckily Envision had an opportunity for 

me, and they have been so supportive.
“I am a rapid access counsellor. We take 

away the crisis, it’s for people who are in 
need of counselling immediately, and it 
could be for anything. I only do 12 years 
and older. I haven’t started with the chil-

dren quite yet. 
“It’s not a long-term counselling pro-

gram because of limited resources here 
and it is free to the public”

Continued on page 54
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Envision Counselling Services available in Moosomin, Rocanville

Cam Brown of Envision Counsel-
ling. Located at Broadway Com-
mons on Main Street Moosomin 
and at the Medical Centre in Ro-
canville.
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Continued from Page 13

Raised over $68,000
in Moosomin

Whelpton says the walk raised 
over $34,000 before the anonymous 
donor matched up to $50,000.

“We raised $24,000 online, and 
$10,600 on the day of. I am still wait-
ing to hear from Regina because 
we had the matching donor up to 

the amount of that.
“Moosomin raised $36,014 and the 

only two places that beat us were Re-
gina and Saskatoon. We raised more 
than Prince Albert and Swift Cur-
rent. Regina raised $56,670 and Sas-
katoon raised $70,313. So we were 
right in the middle of four big cities.”

She adds, “We had $24,000 do-
nated online before the walk started, 
which is way more than last year, 
and then when we counted the mon-
ey that was donated during the walk, 
around $10,000 that seemed like a lot 
to me. It’s really encouraging that 
people care, and want to donate.”

Important to walk
Whelpton explains walking for Alzheimer’s is an impor-

tant initiative.
“I know it’s an important cause. I truly believe we’ll all be 

touched by dementia in some form, maybe not very closely, 
but we’ll be touched so I think it is really important for us to 
learn about it, to learn what supports there are, and donate 
to research. So, hopefully, there will be some kind of a cure 
or medicine that will mitigate some of the symptoms, so 
that we would be able to function a lot better.”

Huge community support
Whelpton says she was thankful for all the support and 

promotion of the Walk for Alzheimer’s event.
“It is heartwarming to be in this community with all the 

support, with the Spectator’s support, MLA support, the 
chamber’s support, and always being able to speak there 
and being warmly welcomed at the chamber meetings. 
Talking to the businesses, there was a lot more businesses 
that just rose to the challenge of making a team, going into 
the wellness fair, talking to me about it. So that was really 
neat to see the businesses step up and support.”

She says there was a great group of many volunteers who 
helped with this year’s walk.

“I really love that we had over 30 volunteers to make this 

work. The youngest was eight and the oldest would have 
been in their 70s. We were really excited that everybody of 
all ages wanted to help. I had people stop me and ask if we 
needed help organizing, and helped. It’s usually been just 
our little group that organizes everything so that was great 
this year to have so many volunteers from the community.”

Care about one another
Whelpton says she enjoys seeing the community rally to-

gether to accomplish goals.
“It’s an amazing, unique, small town community. We 

care about our neighbors. We get to know our neighbors 
and our friends and our coworkers, and we care about 
them when something bad happens, or when there’s a chal-
lenge, we want to make it better. This seems to be the type 
of people that are drawn here.”

She says many families joined this year’s walk.
“There was one team that had a family member that had 

just been diagnosed this past year, so they were new to the 
walk, and that team had amazing family support. I think 
there was 10 or 15 of them and they raised a good amount 
of money. That was really exciting to see them rally around 
their family member and come out to the walk.”

She says the Moosomin Alzheimer’s Support Group is 
being missed by community members. 

“I’ve been encouraged to start our support group again  
because that has been quiet for a while. Some have said, I’m 

need to come to that, or my husband 
and I, or my wife and I, so there is 
still the need for it.”

Inspired for
next year

Whelpton says the work of orga-
nizing the walk each year is reward-
ing.

“It was very rewarding to do the 
-

spired to do better next year. You 

out to more people, get more people 
involved, and supporting, more 
businesses joining as teams. I am 

effort.”
She says the walk has grown over 

the past three years.
“Three years ago, I had never even 

heard of the walk, until Bill Thorn 
brought it up. Our support group 
was small. I would tell people I was 
going to it, and they would look a lit-
tle confused saying, ‘We have a sup-

port group for that?’ We have a whole nursing home full of 
people and families that could use support. So it’s changed 
a lot in three years, the walk and our support group. People 
know now there is a group of us and who to reach out to. 
You always hope that what you say encourages someone 
else and gives them hope. 

“We’ve not only raised money, but also raised awareness 
in a huge way and that is our goal. The awareness and build-
ing the relationships with people who might need our sup-
port was priority of the group, and we’ve educated walk-

always said you can’t just throw money at something, you 
have to have the people involved and the relationships. 

“I am proud. Proud of our efforts and of our town.”

June 2026 Plain and Valley 25

Find the perfect gift at The Gallery!
Sherbrooke St.  Downtown Wolseley, SK

 By appointment: 306-901-8991 or 306-698-7704
Open: Tuesday - Friday 

11 am - 4 pm or by appointment

Showcasing the work of local artists, 
crafters, designers & authors

a place to find gifts...

www.BOISSEVAIN.ca
phone 204-534-2433  email info@boissevain.ca

                 

Make a

in Boissevain

Maritimes and Newfoundland
Coach & Fly

 September 5th - 26th, 2026 

Timeless Rivers of Europe
 River Cruise

 October 11th - 27th, 2026

Japan & Seoul with 11 Day Cruise
around Japan

October 15th - 29th, 2026 NOW BOOKING!

Winter/Spring 2027 Cruise 
announcements coming!

Churchill
August 2027 - exact dates TBD

Sights of Alberta July 2027
Dates & Itinerary TBA

Moosomin’s Walk for Alzheimer’s draws over 100 walkers

Some of the walkers at this year’s Walk for Alzheimer’s in Moosomin.
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4-H DAYS
June 27 - July 1

FAIR DAYS
July 2 - 4

JULY 2, 2026

ONE NIGHT ONLY

NEW!
GLOBAL FMX 

SHOW

Thursday Night 
Thunder

JUNE 27 & 28
4-H Achievement Days

JUNE 28
4-H Light Horse Show

JUNE 29 - JULY 1
Inter Club 4-H Shows

JUNE 30
Jackpot Sheep, Calf, Steer + 

Heifer Shows

JULY 2, 3 & 4: FAIR DAYS
Household Arts, Tractor Town, 

Kids’ Tractor Pull, Ag Pavilion, 

Swayze’s Saloon, Canuck 

Amusements, Food Alley,

Petting Zoo

JULY 2: THURSDAY NIGHT 
THUNDER

Global FMX Motocross Show, 

Lawn Mower Races, Smash It 

Show, Kids’ Power Wheel Derby, 

Burnout Competition, Horses vs. 

Horse Power, Live Music

JULY 3 & 4
Souris River Rodeo, Dinosaur & 

Reptile Show, Midway Market 

Place Tradeshow, Live bands 

both nights

JULY 4
Souris River DQ Kids Rodeo

Sherry Lynn Photo

Follow us on Facebook
www.weyburnagriculturalsociety.com
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Direct to Smelter
– Precious Metals 

Roadshow comes to 
Moosomin

Voyager Gold will be coming to 
Moosomin during a roadshow 
making i ts  way through 
Saskatchewan. You can bring your 
gold, silver & coins to the Nutrien 
Sportsplex between 9 am and  
4 pm each day. No appointment is 
required.

The President of Voyager Gold is 
Ethan Semple, a precious metals 
buyer. Semple’s family roots grow 
deep in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
Semple comes from several 

taste coming during a Boy Scouts 
gold panning trip at the Hope 
Recreational Panning Area in BC.

“Gold buying and testing was 
happening on my kitchen table 
all throughout my life,” Semple 
chuckles. “My father was an avid 
gold panner and precious metals 
buyer, so it comes second nature 
to me.”

After getting 
a  fo rma l 
education and 
spending a few 
years in the rat 
race and the 

child,  Semple 
decided to 
follow in his father’s footsteps and 
become a precious metals buyer 
as well with the hope that one day 
he might provide her with a yard to 
run around in.

Recent increases in gold prices 
have led to many people becoming 
“gold buyers.” “Voyager Gold  
provides a service that is personal 
and informative, making sure the 
client understands everything that 
is going on from testing to quoting,” 
Semple says. “Voyager Gold deals 
directly with the smelter, cutting out 
the middle man. This enables us to 
pass those savings on to the client, 
unlike other gold buyers offering 
pennies on the dollar.”

“We use a variety of tools and tests 
to analyze your items including 
magnetic sweeps, hallmark 

purity tests,” Semple explains. “We 
even have experience with some 
collectible coins and bills where 
we look at numismatic value. In any 
event we’re always happy to take a 
look and offer some insight.”

“Over half the world’s annual gold 
harvest comes from recycled gold. 
Energy costs are about $500 to 
mine a new ounce of gold, where 
recycled gold is about $10 per 
ounce. That prevents a lot of 
diesel from being burned.” Gold 
and silver purchased at the show 

and later melted goes back into 
the market without incurring that 
environmental cost.

 “People bring in all sorts of 
items, but most often it’s broken 
or forgotten jewellery from the 
back of the jewellery box or even 
dental gold. Often times folks are 
surprised by how much value was 
just sitting there,” Semple says. 
“Voyager Gold provides a quick 
and low pressure environment. 
We do everything right in front of 
your eyes and provide an offer 
with absolutely no pressure, no 
obligation, and no appointment 
necessary.”
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Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®

- WHERE POTASH, WHEAT AND OIL MEET

SCAN ME FOR A FULL LIST OF OPPORTUNITIES TO OWN.

Call/Text 306-740-6100
    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

CONSIDERING SELLING? 
Call/Text for your 

FREE MARKET ASSESSMENT!

NEED SPACE TO GROW NEED SPACE TO GROW 
THIS SUMMER?THIS SUMMER?

Fraser Acres,  
Fertile Belt RM No. 183, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
79.3 acres

NOW $398,888

MLS®# SK036726

4 Whispering Valley Estates,  
Round Lake, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms
1940 sq ft

NOW $925,000

MLS®# SK035412

507 Dennis Street,  
Esterhazy, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
1092 sq ft

NOW $264,888

MLS®# SK035086

Lot 21 Pelican Landing,  
Calder RM No. 241, SK

8712 sq ft

NOW $110,000

MLS®# SK034535

1230  Autumn Court,  
Rocanville, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
1520 sq ft

NOW $249,000

MLS®# SK032426

Hwy 1 Farm  
Martin RM No.122, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
397.55 acres

NOW $900,000

MLS®# SK025647

809 Lalonde St,
Whitewood, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 

NOW $140,000
6250 sqft

MLS®# SK028737

Brewer Road Acreage,  
Cana RM No. 214, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms 
2240 sq ft

NOW $625,000

MLS®# SK032386

540 Stanley Street, 
Esterhazy, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
1067 sqft

NOW $299,000

MLS®# SK008779
DOWN 

$16,000

504 11th Street NE,  
Weyburn, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms 
1208 sq ft

NOW $375,000

MLS®# SK032693

219 4th Avenue
Whitewood, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms
1092 sq ft

NOW $179,999

MLS®# SK015710

414 Lake Street,  
Esterhazy, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
1121 sq ft

NOW $235,000

MLS®# SK033361

737 Sumner Street,  
Esterhazy, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms 
936 sq ft

NOW $215,000

MLS®# SK031592

DOWN 
$5,000

206 Pitt Street,  
Rocanville, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms 
1260 sq ft

NOW $275,000

MLS®# SK030472

Holars Haven Acreage, 
Spy Hill RM No. 152, SK

5 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathrooms 
15.09 acres

NOW $758,888

MLS®# SK012055

217 Ellice Street
Rocanville, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
1034 sqft

NOW $64,900

MLS®#  SK026043
DOWN 

$10,000

Atwater 40 Acreage  
Fertile Belt RM No.183, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
40 acres

WWAS $2245,00000

NOW $230,000

MLS®# SK017859

Marla’s Place,
Fertile Belt RM No. 183

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
159.99 acres

NOW $615,000

MLS®# SK026404

Grenfell Acres, 
Elcapo RM No. 154, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
50.53 acres

NOW $345,000

MLS®# SK026599

Prairie View Acreage, 
Brock RM No. 64, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathrooms
10 acres

NOW $1,595,000

MLS®# SK027192

204 Allan Avenue,
Saltcoats, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
1520 sqft

NOW $120,000

MLS®# SK013089
DOWN 

$25,000

300 Isobel Ave,
Tantallon, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
1280 sqft

NOW $249,500

MLS®# SK014661

Lomenda Acreage,
Langenburg RM No. 181, SK
3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

40.1 acres

NOW $428,000

MLS®# SK012801

Elizabeth St South Acreage,
Fertile Belt RM No. 183

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
10 acres

NOW $499,900

MLS®# SK008723

509 5th Avenue,
Whitewood, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom
864 sqft

NOW $159,000

MLS®# SK022472

DOWN 
$10,000

DOWN 
$10,000

Envy Dog House Acreage 
Silverwood RM No. 123, SK

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
2100 sqft

NOW $410,000

MLS®# SK014548

Moose Bay Rd Acreage, 
Grayson RM No. 184, SK

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
9.93 acres

NOW $399,000

MLS®# SK027938

Weyburn Durum Quarter,
Weyburn Rm No. 67

159.66 acres

NOW $600,000

MLS®# SK032686

604 Sussex Avenue,  
Esterhazy, SK

2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom 
1102 sq ft

NOW $175,000

MLS®# SK034538

3 Lots 
Tantallon, SK

NOW $25,000

NEW TO THE 
MARKET
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Saskatchewan’s world class 
mining sector continues to drive 
economic growth, generating 
over $12.8 billion in mineral 
sales in 2025, a 19 per cent in-
crease compared to 2024.

This growth was primarily 
due to substantial gains in the 
value of potash and uranium 
sales. Potash sales rose by over 
18 per cent to a total of $9.3 bil-
lion, while uranium sales in-
creased by 24 per cent to $3.2 
billion, setting a new industry 
record. Notably, 2025 marked 
the second consecutive year that 
uranium sales exceeded the Sas-
katchewan Growth Plan’s 2030 
target, surpassing it by more 
than 50 per cent.

“Potash continues to be a core 
pillar of our strong economy, 
while our world-class uranium 
industry continues to create op-
portunities for people in the 
north and all of Saskatchewan,” 
Energy and Resources Minister 
Chris Beaudry said. “Along with 
the continued growth of potash 
and uranium, other Saskatche-
wan mineral projects are advanc-
ing including in helium, lithium, 
gold, copper and zinc. The diver-
sity of our natural resources sec-
tor is our strength and one of the 
reasons Saskatchewan is a true 
critical minerals powerhouse.”

“In a time of global uncer-
tainty, mineral producers in Sas-
katchewan offer a secure and re-
liable source of critical minerals 
that provide food and clean en-
ergy security to our global trad-
ing partners, while creating eco-

at home,” Saskatchewan Min-
ing Association President Pam 
Schwann said.

In 2025, Saskatchewan once 
again led Canada in mineral re-
source development spending 
with annual investment total-
ling $6.7 billion, contributing 
25 per cent of the national total. 
Saskatchewan also accounted 
for over 16 per cent of national 
spending on mineral explora-
tion, surpassing the Critical Min-
erals Strategy goal of reaching 15 
per cent of national exploration 
spending. In 2026, Saskatchewan 
exploration spending is expected 
to grow to $483 million, an in-
crease of 23 per cent compared 

to 2025. 
In the 2026-2027 provincial 

budget, the Government of Sas-
katchewan extended the Target-
ed Mineral Exploration Incen-
tive (TMEI) to encourage more 
exploration and new mineral 
discoveries. Last year, this key 
program supported 34 explora-
tion projects, with companies 
investing an estimated $70 mil-
lion in those projects. Since the 
program was launched in 2018, 
the TMEI has supported 131 ex-
ploration projects, resulting in an 
estimated $245 million in project 
expenditures. 

“The Government of Saskatch-
ewan’s Targeted Mineral Explo-

ration Incentive program has 
been instrumental in advancing 
Trident’s exploration activities in 
the La Ronge Gold Belt, helping 
accelerate discovery and unlock 

potential,” Trident Resources 
Corp. CEO Jon Weisblatt said. 
“With our 30,000 to 40,000 metre 
drill program now well under-
way, this support is contributing 
meaningfully to both our current 
progress and long-term growth 
strategy. Saskatchewan contin-
ues to build strong momentum 
as a destination of choice for re-
source development and invest-
ment, and we are encouraged by 
the growing excitement across 

the province around both critical 
and precious metals.”

By the end of 2026, Saskatch-
ewan is expected to see new 
commercial production of three 
critical minerals that have never 
been produced in the province 
before - copper, zinc and lithium. 

the province’s Critical Minerals 
Strategy, to double the number 
of critical minerals produced in 
the province by 2030. 

Eldorado Gold Corp.’s (for-
merly Foran Mining Corp.) new 
copper-zinc-gold-silver project 
at McIlvenna Bay is expected to 
launch commercial operations 
by the middle of this year, and 
Prairie Lithium Ltd. is on target 
to enter production before the 
end of 2026. Saskatchewan is 
currently the largest producer of 
helium in Canada, with helium 
operations in the southwest area 
of the province supplying rough-
ly three per cent of the global 
market.

The province’s competitive 
incentives and clear, predictable 
regulatory framework make it a 
top global destination for mining 
development. The Fraser Insti-
tute recently ranked Saskatche-
wan as one of the top three juris-
dictions in the world for mining 
investment attractiveness.

The sector also ensures long-
term economic stability for fami-
lies in the province, employing 
over 20,000 people through di-
rect jobs and contractors serving 
the sector, in addition to over $3 
billion of annual procurement 
from Saskatchewan businesses.

Saskatchewan mining sector delivering 
strong results and a bright future
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BY KARA KINNA
The World-Spectator spoke to Chris Be-

audry, the Saskatchewan Minister of En-
ergy and Resources, about the Thor Project.

In January, Canadian Energy Metals 
Corp. announced the results of its Prelimi-
nary Economic Assessment (PEA), which 
outlines the scale, quality, and potential 

domestic alumina resource. The PEA was 

and supports CEM’s Thor Project as a dis-

The Thor Project has the potential to 
position Canada as a secure North Ameri-
can source of alumina, providing a long-
term alternative to imported bauxite and 
strengthening critical supply chains.

Thor is located within CEM’s holdings of 
2,557 square kilometres (987 square miles) 
in East Central Saskatchewan.

plates a surface mining and processing op-
eration with an average throughput of 16.5 
million tonnes per year of ore feed, sup-
porting alumina production of 1.8 million 
tonnes per year over a 25-year project life. 

The Thor Project has the potential to cre-
ate an entirely new processing and value-
added industry for Saskatchewan and 
North America.

Following are the comments from Minis-
ter Beaudry:

Tell me a little bit about the history be-
hind the Thor Project.

Canadian Energy Metals was founded 
back in 2021 and since the discovery of the 
Thor Project in 2022, they’ve made quite 

Also, the government of Saskatchewan has 
supported the development of the project 
through the Targeted Minerals Exploration 
Incentive, which is a program that supports 
early-stage hard rock mineral exploration.

The Thor Project is extremely exciting, 
but also has a long way to go. The prospect 

extremely exciting for the province.

Canada and North America?
One thing that’s great about our prov-

ince is that we’re already Canada’s largest 
primary producer of critical minerals. And 
in 2026 we’re going to see commercial pro-
duction of six critical minerals, including 
potash, uranium, helium, lithium, copper 
and zinc. And with CEM’s discovery of 
alumina, this helps show the potential for 

sector.

What are the next steps in order to actu-

happen?
Currently, they’re developing a plan for 

economic production, which is essential. 
They delve deep into feasibility, project en-
gineering and a few other things that are 
undertaken by the company.

developed?
The potential for a large critical minerals 

project is exciting for the province on the 

whole. It’s extremely exciting for the east 
central area of Saskatchewan, but it’s still in 
the very early stages, and mining projects 
can take many years to develop. There’s 
still a lot of benchmarks and milestones 
that the Thor Project needs to reach before 
it can be considered commercially viable, 
and I think it’s just a little early to contem-
plate the impacts of what it could do for 
Saskatchewan and the east central region.

oped?
Already on a global scale Saskatchewan 

is positioned as one of the strongest places 
to look for and develop critical minerals. 

We have 27 of Canada’s 34 critical miner-
als. We have an abundance of resources, 
along with our strong regulatory frame-
work and attractive incentives. This makes 
our province one of the top jurisdictions for 
resource development.

I was just currently in Vancouver and 
Calgary, and when I would ask industry 
what needs to be done in Saskatchewan, 
they said nothing. You guys are at the fore-
front. You are the benchmark for a govern-
ment that brings in industry. 

The preliminary economic assessment 

and the government’s next steps be?
Well, CEM did announce that they’re do-

ing the pre-feasibility study in 2026, and as 
for the government, there are no steps for 

sibility study. They have a lot of work with 
the ball in their court before the ball gets 
put back into the government’s court—not 
even put back, but before we even see the 

I think it’s still very early to determine 
that, and because of the nature of the proj-
ect, that’s almost impossible to answer 
right now, but CEM is very committed to 
their project, and I think they’re going to 
move with as much haste as they can as a 
company.

Continued on page 37 

The Thor Project
Minister Beaudry says prospect of new

resource ‘extremely exciting’ for Saskatchewan  

Minister of Energy and
Resources, Chris Beaudry.

Mining, Energy Mining, Energy 
and Manufacturingand Manufacturing
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Toronto-based Rashid Husain Syed, a 
highly regarded analyst specializing in en-
ergy and politics, particularly in the Middle 
East. In addition to his contributions to lo-
cal and international newspapers, Rashid 
frequently lends his expertise as a speaker 
at global conferences. Organizations such 
as the Department of Energy in Washing-
ton and the International Energy Agency 
in Paris have sought his insights on global 
energy matters.

Rashid Husain Sued

Visit Plain & Valley online at

www.plainandvalley.com
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With two new mines advancing toward construction 
after receiving federal approval, Saskatchewan’s growing 
uranium sector is creating new jobs and economic oppor-
tunities for northern Saskatchewan.

On February 19, 2026, Denison Mines Corp.’s (Denison) 
was approved to construct its Wheeler River Project by 
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). On 
March 5, 2026, NexGen Energy Ltd. (NexGen) received 
CNSC approval to build its Rook I Project. These are the 

-
struction since 2004.

“The Government of Saskatchewan is pleased to see 

their projects,” Energy and Resources Minister Chris Be-
audry said. “At each step of the approval process, these 
companies have advanced their projects responsibly 
by building relationships with local communities and 
through their commitment to environmental stewardship. 
Wheeler River and Rook I will provide generational eco-
nomic opportunities for Saskatchewan people, particu-
larly the Indigenous and Métis communities in the north, 
and strengthen our position in becoming the world leader 
in uranium production.”

“Well over a decade ago, we made a strategic decision 
-

cant long-term investments in the uranium mining sector 
in northern Saskatchewan,” Denison President and CEO 
David Cates said. “Today, we have a diverse portfolio of 

which consists of the Phoenix In-Situ Recovery (ISR) ura-
nium mine, and a potential future underground mine at 

Canadian mining ingenuity and determination.
“Further to this, I am pleased to announce that site 

preparation and initial construction activities have al-
ready commenced at Phoenix, and that we are preparing 

to transition into full-scale construction. The support and 
encouragement of the Saskatchewan government have 
meaningfully contributed to the successful advancement 

regulatory environment that results in the predictability 

new mine.”

2026, represents the beginning of construction of this 
generational project, which the NexGen team have been 
preparing for since the Arrow discovery 12 years ago,” 
NexGen Founder and CEO Leigh Curyer said. “As a 
world-class project in a leading mining jurisdiction, Rook 
I will create opportunities in employment, local procure-

ment, and community infrastructure, while generating an 
initial estimated $32.5 billion in total economic impact for 
Saskatchewan over its construction and initial operations 
phases.  This will mean generational careers and invest-
ments available for infrastructure in the North and across 
the province.

In collaboration with our Indigenous Nation partners 
and with the support of Premier Scott Moe and the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan, together we are transitioning 
mining into a new era. Backed by our team’s proven capa-
bility and focus, NexGen is ready to successfully deliver 

We thank Premier Moe and this Saskatchewan Govern-
ment for its steadfast support of the project and commend 
its vision for a strong, prosperous future for Saskatche-
wan.” 

Both Wheeler River and Rook I are located in northern 
Saskatchewan’s Athabasca Basin, which holds the world’s 
largest high grade uranium reserves. Combined, the proj-
ects will create over 1,600 jobs during construction, em-
ploy over 700 people during operation, and represent a 
total estimated investment of $2.8 billion.

Demand for Saskatchewan’s responsibly produced ura-
nium continues to increase as Canada and its allies around 
the world look for stable and reliable sources of low-emis-
sions energy. With a strong regulatory framework, the 
world’s richest uranium reserves, and strong exploration 
incentive programs, Saskatchewan can meet this demand 
now and into the future.

Saskatchewan’s existing uranium sector is responsible 
for over 3,300 jobs including direct employees and contrac-
tors. The uranium industry is a major employer of north-
ern and Indigenous workers, with 43 per cent of mine site 
workers being residents of Saskatchewan’s north.

June 2026 Plain and Valley 33

Delivering Premium Value

www.westmoreland.com

Committed to our communities,  

devoted to our employees  

and responsible stewards of the environment. 

Today, tomorrow, always.

For over 150 years, Westmoreland has been 
part of the fabric of the energy industry, nav-

emerging as an industry leader. We provide jobs 
for hard working folks, invest in local schools and 
community enhancements, and provide a val-
ued resource to generate power for homes and 
businesses. Westmoreland has demonstrated a 
commitment to sound safety and environmental 
stewardship practices at our mines, and contin-
ues to position itself to be an integral part of the 
multi-faceted energy future.

New uranium mines will power
economic growth in Saskatchewan
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BY KARA KINNA
The  Government of Saskatchewan and SaskPower 

have announced plans to formally evaluate large nuclear 
reactor technologies for use in Saskatchewan. The tech-
nology selection process will take place alongside Sask-
Power’s existing nuclear small modular reactor (SMR) 
project.

The World-Spectator spoke with Travis Keisig, Legis-
lative Secretary for SaskPower, recently, about that an-
nouncement. Following is the interview:

What does a technology selection process entail for 
evaluating large nuclear reactors?

There’s a myriad of technology globally, because you’re 
going to be looking at a global context for these technolo-
gies. There’s the tested and proven can-do reactors in On-
tario. There’s the AP 1000s in Westinghouse, the United 
Kingdom has several reactor designs. So we’re going to 
take a broad look at all of those and go through the crite-
ria of fuel availability, technology, deployment, and a lot 
of steps and processes.

That’s the start of it is kind of looking at the big picture. 
And then we start whittling it down to what technol-

needs.

Is this SaskPower and the government saying that 
they are indeed actually going to go ahead with large 
nuclear power generation in Saskatchewan?

You have to start the process of looking at what reactor 
design would work best in Saskatchewan’s environment, 
what provider can actually provide you with the tech-
nology and the unit to build it. So you have to look at a 
lot of things and we also have to really pay attention to 
potential costs and what those would be.

Why are these steps being taken now?
We are kind of at a interesting point in time. I mean, the 

Prime Minister of Canada said repeatedly that he wants 
Canada to be an energy superpower, and electrical gen-
eration is a huge cornerstone of being an energy super-
power. And Saskatchewan has a long history of uranium 
mining, doing it in an environmentally sustainable way, 
having some of the highest First Nations employment in 
Saskatchewan.

It’s a great industry. It does so much to help northern 
residents and all Saskatchewan residents. And so, is this 
the time that we should be looking at adding nuclear 

Why do you think Saskatchewan is well positioned 
to support nuclear power generation?

The fuel source is readily available in Saskatchewan, 
and if you look at a map, we are in the center of the North 
American continent, so we can provide electrons down a 
power line heading south, north, east or west and help 
sell electricity to all of our neighboring jurisdictions.

If the industry was developed like, what kind of 
timeline are we looking at?

There hasn’t been a new nuclear jurisdiction in North 
America in over 40 years. We are breaking ground in Sas-
katchewan, any place that has built new nuclear reactors 
had a facility already. Any place that had a facility has 
been able to add on to their facilities or add another reac-
tor. Like at Darlington (Ontario), the Bruce Power Sta-
tion has always been there, and they’re adding on a small 
modular reactor. In Georgia they built two new nuclear 
reactors there, but there were two reactors already there. 
They added two more.

To have a brand new, unique jurisdiction, there hasn’t 
been one started in North America in over 40 years. So, 
there is a lot of environmental planning that has to go 
into it. There are a lot of processes that you have to fol-
low, so it’s important that we start the process now, be-
cause it takes a long time to get nuclear approval.

When you say a long time, approximately how long?
Between 10 and 20 years.

Where in Saskatchewan would be the best place to 
develop something like this?

We haven’t really started the site selection process yet. 
We have to pick a technology and then tailor the site loca-

place to build it, and, you have to make sure that you’re 
doing excellent public engagement throughout the entire 
process, and keep everyone informed on what’s happen-
ing.

How much energy could be created from large nucle-
ar reactors?

Alarge reactor typically generates 1,000 megawatts. So 
that’s a very substantial portion of our electricity. Typi-
cally in Saskatchewan we use between 4,000 and 4,500 
megawatts a day. So a large a large reactor would be 
1,000 megawatts, so it would be a substantial addition to 

How many jobs do you think could be created if 
something like this were developed in Saskatchewan?

There would be thousands during construction, and 
then there would be very good jobs in the operation of 

the plant. It’s typically a very high end career in the nu-
clear industry.

If you’ve chose a site, what kind of infrastructure 
needs to be developed in order to support large scale 
nuclear?

There’s a lot of different processes involved and the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, CNSC, is very 
astute in setting out the guidelines and everything else. 
So that process will happen after technology selection is 
made, because every technology is a little bit different. 
So there’s a lot of processes to follow, because safety is 
always top of mind with nuclear energy.

Does the SaskPower grid currently have the capacity 
to handle this kind of power?

Yes, absolutely it does.
Whether you’re creating your electrons from natural 

it’s still an electron. Is an electron running down the line. 
It’s a little bit challenging for SaskPower, because most of 
our units are in that typical 300 megawatt range.

Our current plants always have to have what are called 
turnarounds or shutdowns. You turn the facility off to do 
maintenance and repairs on it. And a nuclear generating 
station is exactly the same. So typically it’s a window 
of every 24 months, it has to be turned off and serviced 
and refueled. And so you have to have your shutdowns 
planned accordingly to your power output and every-
thing else, and that is going to be one of the engineering 
things to work through, is when, if you take a 300 mega-
watt facility off line in a 4,300 megawatt daily use, it’s 
very workable in our system. But taking 1,000 megawatts 
off, you’d have to pay attention to it.

But you wouldn’t have to build extra infrastructure?
No we wouldn’t. But we are adding inter-ties to the 

southwest power pool—those are currently under con-
struction. And we are also looking at inter-ties to sell 
more electricity to Alberta, so we have inter-ties with 
Manitoba, Alberta and the southwest power pool. So 
we’ll have an opportunity to market any extra electricity 
that we would produce as a province.

So if large-scale nuclear came online in Saskatch-

power customers, and also on Saskatchewan’s econo-
my?

We’re kind of laser focused as a government on reli-
ability and affordability—those are our two North Stars. 

It’s beautiful weather out today, but January 27 at 7 pm 
at night is typically, historically, the largest draw in Sas-
katchewan—it can be minus 40, it’s dark, it’s cold. And so 
you kind of build your entire electrical grid around that 
standard. You have to make sure that you’re providing 

reliable base load electricity to all of the Saskatchewan 
residents. And that is one thing, that nuclear power is—
100 per cent reliable base load electricity.

Costs are kind of undetermined. As you are able to 
mass produce and build more of something, typically the 
prices come down. And when we’re doing selection of 

nitely looking at very hard.

Is there anything else that you think people should 
know about this?

Alot of people are super excited about the future of the 
nuclear industry in Saskatchewan, and it’s important for 
people to understand that there hasn’t been a new juris-
diction in North America in 40 years, so there’s a lot of 
processes to go through and we’re going to follow all of 
the steps and do our public engagement or Indigenous 
engagement as we move through the process.

But we’re excited as a government to see this brought 
forward. And it’s something that should have been done 
a long time ago. In Saskatchewan, we’ve been a proud 
producer of uranium out of this province for generations, 
and it’s a viable energy source, and it’s critical in today’s 
day and age,

Because we produce our own uranium, is there a cost 
savings in that?

The uranium is mined in Saskatchewan, and then it’s 

source of energy.

To Mosaic, Nutrien, our 
local manufacturing businesses 

and their employees:

Thank you for your hard 
work and contributions to 

our community and for 
your continued support.

SAPARA’S DRUG MART
Esterhazy, SK

Ph. (306) 745-6662

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5:30pm

Stockholm Agencies Ltd
Dawn  Nagy - CAIB

113 Ohlen Street  •  Box 322  •  Stockholm, SK  •  S0A 3Y0

306-793-2900
306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net

Keisig talks about Sask’s plans to evaluate
large nuclear reactor technologies

Minister responsible for SaskPower Jeremy 
Harrison, above, and SaskPower President 
and CEO Rupen Pandya, at right, during the an-
nouncement of plans to evaluate large nuclear 
reactor technologies in Saskatchewan.
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ESTERHAZY, SK
323 Sumner Street

306-745-2212
f210@fountaintire.com

• Oil & Filter Change

• Tire Replacement

• Batteries

• Heating/Cooling

• Shocks/Struts

• Brakes

• Balancing & 
Tire Repair

• Flat Repair

• Tune-Ups

• Wheel Alignments

Monday - Friday:
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 
8 a.m. - 12 Noon

Thank you for 
the continued 

support of Mosaic 
and Nutrien!

26062GE1

Mining, Energy Mining, Energy 
and Manufacturingand Manufacturing

The 2026-27 Provincial Budget 
strengthens Saskatchewan’s posi-
tion as one of the top jurisdictions in 
the world for resource development. 

“This budget makes strategic in-
vestments in our energy and mining 
sectors so they can continue to grow 
their industries, create good jobs 
and power economic growth in our 
province,” Energy and Resources 
Minister Chris Beaudry said. “Our 
government will continue to be a 
strong supporter of our world class 
resource sectors, which are key to 
our province’s future and our com-
mitment to protecting Saskatch-
ewan.” 

This year’s budget includes $2.3 
million for the third year of the 
Saskatchewan Geological Survey’s 
(SGS) Public Geoscience Initiative. 
This investment will improve ac-
cess to new, high-quality geoscience 
information to encourage mineral 
exploration and promote new criti-
cal mineral discoveries. The Public 
Geoscience Initiative is a $10 million 
commitment by the Government of 
Saskatchewan that spans over 10 
years. 

The budget also provides $3.5 mil-
lion for the continuation of the Tar-
geted Mineral Exploration Incentive 
(TMEI), a key program designed to 
grow and diversify Saskatchewan’s 
mining sector and drive mineral ex-
ploration activity. In 2025, Saskatch-

ewan exploration expenditures are 
estimated to have reached 17 per 
cent of the Canadian total, which 
would surpass the Critical Mineral 
Strategy goal of reaching 15 per cent 
of national exploration expenditures 
by 2030.

The High Water-Cut Oil Well Pro-
gram is extended in this budget to 
support oil production and contrib-
ute to reaching Saskatchewan’s goal 
of 600,000 barrels per day by 2030. 
In alignment with the Saskatchewan 
Growth Plan, this program encour-
ages capital investment and extends 
the life of existing oil wells.

With budget 2026-27, the mod-
ernization of Sas-
katchewan’s timber 
royalty system will 
come into effect. 
These changes will 
align the timber 
royalty system with 
other resource roy-
alty structures in 
Saskatchewan and 
ensure the industry 
remains competitive 
with other jurisdic-
tions. The modern-
ized timber royalty 
system will support 
the forestry industry 
in meeting Saskatch-
ewan’s Growth Plan 
goal to double the 

size of the forestry sector by 2030.
Saskatchewan’s world-leading 

natural resource sectors, competi-
tive exploration incentives and clear 
regulatory framework make it Can-
ada’s premier destination for invest-
ment. The Fraser Institute recently 
ranked Saskatchewan as the third-
best jurisdiction in the world for 
mining investment attraction. The 
2026-27 Budget will enable the Sas-
katchewan Government to continue 
to provide health, safety and social 
services to residents, while ensuring 
the continued strength of our econo-
my and the sustainability of our en-
ergy and resource industries.

Money in Sask budget for strategic
investment in energy and mining sectors
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Call 306-435-2445 

to advertise in 

Plain & Valley

 Oilfield Trucking       Tank Trucks
 Hot Oil Units

 Acid Units w/Shower
 Acid Hauler w/Shower

 Boiler        Frac Fleet        Vac Truck
 LCM Pumpers        Combo Unit
 Pressure Trucks w/Jetting Hose

 Dragon Tank Rentals       Winch Trucks
 Open Top Flowback Tank Rentals

 Loader w/Street Sweeper & Bucket

Virden Office 
Office/Dispatch: 204-748-6687

Pierson Office
Office: 204-634-2244

24/7 Dispatch: 204-522-6208

Virden Office 
Office/Dispatch: 204-748-6687

Pierson Office
Office: 204-634-2244

24/7 Dispatch: 204-522-6208
We now have HOU/PT’s based out of

Oxbow, Sk

204-855-2669 • Oak Lake, MB, 
kreutzermetalsltd@gmail.com

Scrap Metal Wanted
Put money in your wallet with a Spring clean-up of scrap!!

• Farm Scrap
• Junk Cars 
• Copper • Brass 
• Aluminum • Lead • Batteries
• Catalytic Convertors Onsite pick up 

available

Call today to book!Call today to book!

22:tfc

SPECIALIZED
SERVICES

•• Fluid-HaulingFluid-Hauling

• • Combo Vac UnitsCombo Vac Units

• • Hot Oiler & Pressure TrucksHot Oiler & Pressure Trucks

• • Frac Support ServicesFrac Support Services

• • Tank Cleaning ServicesTank Cleaning Services

The Thor Project area is located in East Central Saskatchewan, and would be Canada’s fi rst 
major domestic alumina resource.

Minister Beaudry says prospect of new
resource ‘extremely exciting’ for Saskatchewan  

Continued from page 30

What kind of infrastructure would need to be put in 
place to develop this industry, and how many people 
could it potentially employ?

I think we’re really early to be answering those kinds of 
questions, but the Saskatchewan government will work 
with the company and the surrounding communities to 
determine what’s needed when it comes to infrastructure 
and job creation.

What are some of the things the government can do 
to make it easier to pave the way for the development 
of this industry?

I think we touched on that earlier with our incentives, 
and what industry has said, that we’ve built a framework 
already that drives industry. Industry is looking at us, 
saying ‘this is a place we want to be.’

How excited were you when you heard about this?
It’s always exciting to see new projects, especially in 

an area close to my home. But I also would say, there are 
a lot of projects that show up in this industry, and many 
come to fruition and some don’t. And I really hope that 
this is one of the ones that comes to fruition and can re-
ally help East Central Saskatchewan and the entire prov-
ince and nation.
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jobs created each 
year

for every 
Saskatchewan 
resident every year

added to the 
provincial GDP

*Independent Economic Impact Study 
by Economic Development Regina, 
covering period from 2020-2024

annual average 
in total economic 
Impact

in provincial revenues, 
supporting public services 
and infrastructure

in municipal revenues for 
communities including 
Regina, Esterhazy, Belle 
Plaine, and Colonsay

invested in community 
initiatives, supporting 
250+ local organizations
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We have cranes ranging from Spyder crane 
(small enough to fi t through a doorway) to 
245 Ton Mobile and RT Cranes
27 - 45 Ton Pickers
Tractor trailer units
Pile Driving
Telehandler
Offi ce trailer rentals
Manlifts

Serving Southeast Saskatchewan 
for 43 Years

Call dispatch for additional specifi cations and pricing

306.634.5555

245 Ton 
Terex-Demag 
5800 Explorer 

with a tip height to 350'

Virden, Manitoba
124 Anson Street

204-748-3704

Estevan, Saskatchewan
321 Imperial Avenue

306-634-5304

The aerial photo of Nutrien Rocanville potash mine were taken by Ash-
ley Bochek and Kevin Weedmark last week during a fl ight with local pilot 
Rob Austin.

Nutrien Rocanville is the largest potash mine in the world. The mine’s 
underground footprint is about the size of the city of Calgary, and the 
two headframes at the Rocanville mine site and Scissors Creek mine 
site are about 13 miles apart.

The Scissors Creek headframe, along with the K3 headframe at Mo-

saic Esterhazy site, are two of the tallest structures in Saskatchewan.
The Nutrien Rocanville mine employs around 900 people from around 

the region
The mine ships large amounts of potash by train every day—on aver-

age 20,000 tonnes a day. Seven to 80 per cent of the mine’s product 
is domestic, some is shipped by rail to the U.S., and some goes to the 
port of Vancouver to be shipped to other countries.

Nutrien Rocanville the world’s largest potash mine

Mining, Energy Mining, Energy 
and Manufacturingand Manufacturing
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These are all high risk activities when it comes to pipeline safety.

You may not think you live near a pipeline, but are you 100% sure?

Prevent pipeline incidents by finding out what’s below, 
BEFORE you start your work.

Visit: www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
to request a locate at least 3 days prior.

Safety can be that simple.

MAKING 
CHANGES TO 
YOUR FARM?
• Expanding farmable land
• Fixing drainage issues

• Land use changes
• Fencing

Scan QR Code
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We wish to Thank and Recognize Mosaic and Nutrien 
and their employees for their continued success & 

support throughout the province!

•

Site Development
Mining Industry

Earth Moving

�������	
���
��


2026-2027 FULL-TIME
POST-SECONDARY PROGRAMS
Weyburn
Whitewood Continuing Care Assistant

APPLY TODAY Multiple 
Locations

Business Diploma
in Management

Estevan
Whitewood Electrician

Estevan Welding

Estevan Power Engineering

Estevan Heavy Equipment Operator

Estevan Heavy Equipment And Truck 
And Transport Technician

1-866-999-7372  | southeastcollege.org

The Government of Saskatchewan’s second Crown 

The highest bid received on a lease in this offering 

cal and technological constraints and various market 

June oil and gas public offering
raises nearly $18 million in revenue
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The Government of Sas-
katchewan has introduced 
new legislation to support 
mining projects and to 
help maximize the value of 
mineral resources for the 
provincial economy and 
the people of Saskatch-
ewan. 

The Mineral Resources 
Amendment Act, 2025, ta-
bled in the Saskatchewan 
Legislature today, pro-
vides stability and certain-
ty for resource companies 
and enhances Saskatch-
ewan’s position as one of 
the world’s top-rated juris-
dictions for mining invest-
ment. 

The new legislation al-
lows for the establishment 
of designated subsurface 
development areas. This 
tool enables companies to 
apply for access to min-
eral resources that would 
otherwise remain under-
ground.

“These changes will un-

ue for our potash resources 
in the province,” Potash at 
The Mosaic Company Vice 
President of Operations 
Lawrence Berthelet said. 
“By enabling companies 
to tap into stranded as-
sets—that will otherwise 
never be mined - we are 

able to produce more pot-
ash which means creat-
ing millions of dollars in 
more value for Saskatch-
ewan people, the govern-
ment and enhancing our 
ability to mine effectively. 
This forward-thinking ap-
proach will help secure 

continued growth for the 
provincial economy.”

“These changes enable a 
win for all parties—while 
responsibly developing 
Saskatchewan’s mineral 
resources,” Saskatchewan 
Mining Association Presi-
dent Pam Schwann said.  

“The ability to openly com-
municate issues with the 
Government of Saskatch-
ewan and collaboratively 
develop solutions is a key 
reason why Saskatchewan 
is a globally competitive 
mining jurisdiction.”

“Nutrien welcomes the 

amendments to the Min-
eral Resources Act,” Pot-
ash and Phosphate Senior 
Vice President, Upstream 
Trevor Berg said. “Devel-
oped through strong col-
laboration between indus-
try and government, this 
legislation provides great-

er certainty for producers 
accessing Saskatchewan’s 
potash resources. By maxi-
mizing opportunities for 

it ensures the province 

world-class mineral assets 
while delivering lasting 
value to our communities 
and economy.”

Companies will be able 
to apply to the Minister of 
Energy and Resources for 
a designated subsurface 
development area in cases 
where private mineral 
owners cannot be located 
or reasonable efforts have 
been exhausted to negoti-
ate an agreement. A fair 
and transparent process 
has been designed to en-
sure affected mineral own-
ers’ interests are protected 
while advancing resource 
development for the ben-

Saskatchewan continues 
to rank as Canada’s top 
jurisdiction for mining in-
vestment, according to the 
Fraser Institute’s Annual 
Survey of Mining Compa-
nies. In 2025, the province 
is projected to attract over 
$7 billion in overall mining 
investment, which would 
once again lead the coun-
try.

Sask enhances legislation to support
development of resource projects

Mining, Energy Mining, Energy 
and Manufacturingand Manufacturing
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BY STEPHANIE ZOER
K a d e n  P i p e r  i s  a 

20-year-old from Stough-
ton who has a passion 
for riding bulls. Standing 
at 5’8” and weighing 150 
pounds, he is not afraid 
to climb on a 1,200-pound 
bull for eight seconds.

His love for bull riding 
began when he was eight 
years old. His two older 
brothers, Kiene and Cale, 
found a rodeo called Little 
Spurs in Weyburn hosted 
by Blade and Becky Young. 
At an early age they ride 
cows and when they reach 
a certain ago, they gradu-
ate onto riding bulls.

Piper’s brothers only 
rode for a short time, but 
Piper was hooked and 
now 12 years later he is 
riding to win. He knew 
that this was what his 
future was going to hold 
and he has not looked 
back. He loves what he 

does and will continue 
as long as he is able. Bull 
riding is hard on the body 
and injuries can happen at 
any time.

For a short time, Piper 
went to Texas. Here he 
improved his riding skills 
through a coach to get 
him stronger and better 
at staying on the bulls. He 
returned to Canada and is 
in Alberta riding. 

He has attended several 
rodeos in the past months 
in Alberta with PBR. He 
started in Ponoka finish-
ing third place. He then 
moved to Forestburg, fin-
ishing in seventh place. 
During this time Piper col-
lects points. It did not end 
there for the young rider. 

He went on to Byemoor 
were he came in a respec-
tive fourth place, continu-
ing on to Thorhild to place 
fifth. From there he went 
to Eckville and took fourth 

place.
His next stop was in 

Lamont were he double 
entered. This is the Vold 
Pro Rodeo. He drew a bull 
named Misery Business 
giving him a score of 79. 
The second bull he rode 
was Keep it Simple. This 
bull gave him a score of 
84.5 for the win in the long 
round. In the short round 
he rode Black Suga giv-
ing him a score of 83 and 
winning the short round 
as well. 

“I felt good riding them 
and I just tell myself to 
have fun and keep it sim-
ple,” said Piper. 

His next places to ride 
are Cold Lake, and Pen-
hold, both in Alberta. His 
goals are to win the BRC 
and work to get his pro 
card in the coming year. 
With a pro card he is able 
to ride at the Calgary 
Stampede. 

Piper has a bright future 
ahead of him, and he loves 
what he does. He hopes 
for great bulls,  excel-
lent rides, and injury free 
events.

Stoughton Bull Rider wins big
at Vold Pro Rodeo in Alberta

Kaden Piper is congratulated 
by one of the chute organizers 
at the Vold Pro Rodeo. 

Submitted by Kaden Piper

Kaden Piper wins the Vold Pro Rodeo 
riding the bull named “Keep it Simple” 
with a score of 84. 

Submitted by Kaden Piper
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JOIN US FOR OUR CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAY JUNE 17TH!!!  Come 
for lunch and take advantage of the  

BIG ORANGE EVENT DISCOUNTS!   

Online training is now available for producers 
planning to participate in Saskatchewan's Strychnine 
Stewardship Program. The training is a required step 
for producers in eligible rural municipalities (RMs) 
seeking access to two per cent liquid strychnine for 
targeted control of Richardson's ground squirrel 
(RGS) infestations. 

"Those planning to use strychnine are encouraged 
to complete training as early as possible to access 
supplies once they are available," Agriculture Minis-
ter David Marit said.

Training is one component of the Strychnine Stew-
ardship Program, which is available in 208 RMs 
through an Emergency Use Registration (EUR) out-
lined by Health Canada's Pesticides Regulatory 
Directorate. The EUR is in effect until November 
2027.  

The 90-minute online training course, available 
through the Saskatchewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities, addresses responsible strychnine 
use, environmental protection, integrated pest man-
agement and pesticide safety. A mandatory Treat-
ment Plan and Declaration Form is also required to 

become a certified strychnine user.

Training can be accessed at 
sarm.ca/strychnine-stewardship-training
Participating RM offices will distribute strychnine 

to certified users later this spring. An initial, limited 
supply of strychnine is expected in early June, fol-
lowed by additional monthly shipments. Strychnine 
will be distributed evenly among participating RMs 
with a per-producer cap to manage supply.

As the spring application window closes on June 
15, producers are encouraged to use alternative reg-
istered rodenticides, as well as biological and cultural 
controls, for RGS control in the next month. 

Strychnine inventories are expected to increase 
during the July 15 to September 1 application win-
dow.

For full details on the Strychnine Stewardship Pro-
gram, including a complete list of participating RM 
offices and information on integrated pest manage-
ment for RGS control, visit Saskatchewan.ca/RGS-
Control.

Training available to producers 
planning to participate in Strychnine 

Stewardship Program
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See Plain & Valley online at
www.plainandvalley.com

Highway 48 • Candiac, Saskatchewan

12 Friday     Regular Cattle Sale    10 a.m.

20 Saturday Sheep/Goat Sale  11 a.m. 

26 Friday Regular Cattle Sale   10 a.m.

29 Monday Candiac 4H Beef Club  Show & Sale

           9 a.m.  SHOW •  5 p.m. SUPPER and SALE to follow

JUNE

JULY
4 Saturday  Horse/Tack Sale   11 a.m. 

10 Friday     Regular Cattle Sale    10 a.m.

AUGUST
1 Saturday  Horse/Tack Sale   11 a.m. 

18 Tuesday    Sheep/Goat Sale    11 a.m.

28 Friday     Regular Cattle Sale    10 a.m.

Friday,  
July 10   Customer Appreciation BBQ, 

Kids Activities

KODY Market Manager
306-605-1122  OFFICE  306-424-2967

candiaclivestockmarket.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net

Tim 
Dew

timdew.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.8624

David 
Jones

djones.mmp@gmail.com

306.736.7781

HWY #48   |   KIPLING SK   |   306-736-2518
SATURDAY SALES HOURS: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Rowan
Lemieux

rowanlemieux.mmp@gmail.com

306.575.6215

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID
visit www.mackauctioncompany.com 
or phone 306-421-2097

A meeting was held at Indian Head May 21 to discuss 
the future of the Indian Head Research Farm.

Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister David Marit and 
Moosomin-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark visited 
Indian Head and met with Mayor Steven Cole and local 

The federal government announced closure of the re-
search farm in January.

Indian Head have been working on ways to continue ag-
riculture research at Indian Head 

“We are working toward a solution,” said Weedmark.
“In the meantime, seeding is taking place as normal 

at the research farm and summer staff have been hired. 

and thank you to Mayor Cole for tirelessly advocating for 
Indian Head.”

The planned closure of the federal agricultural research 
farm could slow the development of higher-yielding 
crops, weaken long-standing research partnerships and 
cost the province tens of millions of dollars in future agri-
cultural gains, agricultural economists say.

Meeting in
Indian Head 
focuses on

research farm

Indian Head Mayor Steven Cole, Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister David Marit and
Moosomin-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark at the Indian Head Research Farm.
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Browse and bid on a large array of farm equipment, trucks, real estate and more 
in our upcoming unreserved auctions.

Get set for #plant2026 with a wide selection of farmland and equipment.

For complete listings, scan the QR code to see our 
Summer Auction Guide, or view inventory at

rbauction.com/agriculture

Grow What Matters

27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK 306.452.6309

GRILL CLEARANCE
ON NOW

 MATTRESS
SALE ON NOW

LIMITED QUANTITIES

LIMITED 
QUANTITIES

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS
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RUBBERSTONE
• Cover your ugly concrete with Sierrastone

Rubberstone on driveways, sidewalks,
basements, decks, garages - 5 year warranty.

POLYASPARTIC EPOXY FLAKE in garages and
basements.
BRICK
walls, outdoor kitchens.
VIPEQ THERMAL CORK SHIELD - interior and 
exterior commercial and residential buildings - 15 
years warranty. Goes over tin, wood, brick, stucco, 
and siding.

• 
grinding.

• Industrial and residential hedge trimming.
• Farm yard wind row restoration.
• 
• 
• 
• Deck building.
• Skidsteer work.
• Auger holes (4’’ to 24’’-13’’ deep)
•  (commercial & 

residential)

PHONE BILL 
at (306) 577- 1643

The farming way of life offers children 
a chance to grow up around nature and 
build responsibility – and it can also place 
emotional demands on young shoulders. 
You can help your kids navigate wellness 
in healthy, supported ways.

“There’s an incredible stoicism in farm 
culture – getting chores done even when 
you’re ill, ensuring things are looked 
after,” says counsellor Tammy Thielman, 
MSW.

That same determination that keeps 
operations running through long hours 
and financial pressure can also lead fami-
lies to absorb stress or handle it poorly 
– shaping how children learn to manage 
pressure.

Working from Salmon Arm, B.C., 
where she and her family raise sheep, 
horses and chickens, Thielman supports 
children, youth, parents and families.

She’s seen children who love the farm 
and those who don’t, adding that mental 

health challenges can stem from events 
such as family conflict, divorce or chang-
es in farm ownership.

Farm kids often witness the ups and 
downs of weather, markets or produc-
tion. Those uncertainties can ripple 
through a household, affecting how 
secure they feel.

“It’s sometimes the ripple effect. Chil-
dren are observant and deeply connected 
to what’s happening around them. Giv-
ing them tools to process those experi-
ences builds coping skills. They’re incred-
ibly thinking and feeling little beings, and 
these are big things for a young nervous 
system,” Thielman says.

Observe the kids 
As adults, we’re logical, but children’s 

thoughts often show through behaviour 
more than words.

Continued on page 53

Supporting our 
kids’ well-being

Serving Western 
Canada

Serving Western 
Canada

CALL GARRY AT:
306-435-8008
BONKOG@SASKTEL.NET

bonkowskienterprise.com

B BONKOWSKI 
ENTERPRISES

HAVE YOU CALLED 
GARRY BONKOWSKI YET?!

IF YOU KEEP PATCHING THAT ROOF, 
IT’S GONNA LOOK LIKE A QUILT!

AND YOU’LL BE SLEEPING UP 
THERE SOON IF IT DOESN’T GET 

DONE RIGHT!

CALL THE ROOFER EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT!CALL THE ROOFER EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT!
IF YOU HAVE A HOUSE OR BUILDING THAT IS WORTH PROTECTING 

THEN YOU NEED LIFETIME METAL ROOFING.
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Pierson, MB

204-634-2293
sales@leesservice.ca

www.leesservicecentre.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON

LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!LEE’S SERVICE CENTRE IS HIRING!
Looking for a place where you can enjoy 
what you do—without the politics of big 
business? Join a family-run company that 

Now Hiring:
AGRICULTURE 

EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN
& PARTS COUNTER 

PERSON

We’re open to candidates with a wide range of 
experience. Whether you’re starting out or bring 
years of hands-on expertise, we want to hear from 
you.

Location: Pierson, Manitoba
For more information, please call Kurtis Lee at (204) 

634-2293

Send resume to:
Box 187, Pierson, MB, R0M 1S0
or email: sales@leesservice.ca

packages available

June 15–July 15, 2026

Pierson, MB

204-634-2293
sales@leesservice.ca

www.leesservicecentre.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SATURDAY: 9 A.M. - NOON

Ty Cutler of 
Moosomin 

named
Man/Sask
Champion
Auctioneer 

Ty Cutler of Moosomin was recenlty 
named Man/Sask Auctioneer of the Year 

at the Canadian Livestock
Auctioneer Championship.

The competition was held from May 7-10 
in Medicine Hat and Maple Creek.

The Man/Sask Auctioneer Championship 
is the highest award at the competition. 

Cutler previously won the Man/Sask 
Rookie of the Year Award in 2024.

Cutler’s dad, Ward, is also an auctioneer 
and is a former Man/Sask Champion 

Auctioneer.
Forty-one auctioneers competed this 

year. Johnny Startuliak of Ethelbert, Mani-
toba, who sells at Killarny Auction Mart 

was awarded Rookie of the Year.
Rhett Parks of Whitewood Livestock 

Sales finished in the top 10.

Man/Sask Champion Auctioneer Ty Culter receives his award presented by 
Boehringer Ingelheim rep Bria Bently and LMAC President Allan Munroe.

Above, 2026 Auctioneer Champion 
belt buckle awarded to Ty Cutler. 
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OK Tire in Whitewood is currently looking 
for a reliable and motivated individual to join 
our team as a Full Time Tire Technician & 
Tow Truck Operator (Combo Position)

Position Details:
• Full time position
• After hours shifts
• On call availability required
• Full training provided
• Competitive pay

Responsibilities:
• Perform tire changes, repairs & installations
• Respond to roadside service calls
• Operate tow truck safely and professionally
• Provide excellent customer service

Requirements:
• Valid driver’s license
• Clean driving record preferred
• Ability to work independently
• Physically capable of lifting heavy tires and 

equipment
If you are a dependable, hardworking and ready to build a 
career in the automotive and towing industry, please apply to 
OK Tire & Auto in Whitewood SK as soon as possible.

Please provide your resume with references in 
person at 915 Service Road, Whitewood, SK or 

email to whitewood@oktire.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Dale Cell: 306-435-9627

Rocanville, SK 
d.lonseth@sasktel.net

ALL 
BRANDS

45
YEARS

of 
SERVICE

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!
STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

ALSO SELLING SCREW PILES
& BIN ANCHORS

FFOUILLARDOUILLARD S STEELTEEL
SSUPPLIESUPPLIES L LTD.TD.

Ask us about Fuel Allowance

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303

#1 Grade Colored
$1.15/sq. ft.

B Grade Colored
$1.09 /sq. ft.

B Grade Galvalume
$1.05 /sq. ft.

7/8" Corrugated 
24 ga

$1.10 /sq. ft.

Multi Colored 
Mill Ends
69¢ /sq. ft.

Polycarbonate
$1.65 /sq. ft.

Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!

I have to say it’s really 
hard to sit down and write 
a spring ag column when 
outside my kitchen win-
dow, all I see is more and 
more snow building up on 
the lawn. We are into the 
last couple of weeks of May 
and I feel somewhat resent-
ful that I needed to wear a 
winter coat thick mitts dur-
ing my morning walk. On 
the other hand, how beau-
tiful the morning sunshine 
against the beautiful blue 
skies were—Saskatchewan 
at its best!

column in the next day or 
two, chances are, the white 
stuff will be gone and the 
guys will be itching to get 

-
ish what they started doing 
on May 1st—if it doesn’t 
rain, that is.

Our “move” from town 
to our ‘tiny home’ on the 
farm more or less coincided 
with our seeding start date. 

of town but it sure is handy 
to be close to the land and 
the machinery when ‘start 
day’ arrives. You know 
how it goes, one day you 
are merrily doing this, that 
and the other thing around 
the farm yard and sud-
denly there’s not a soul in 
sight—all the men are out 

odd trip into the yard for 
seed or fertilizer. Ahhh, the 
sights and sounds of the 
spring seeding season—the 
roar of the tractor; the semi 
slowing down on the high-
way as it approaches the 
yard; the half ton trekking 
across the north 40. Oh, 
and the green, green grass 
along the roads (isn’t that 
the most beautiful sight?) 
and the hint of green leaves 
the trees are displaying, 
which by the time you read 
this will be out in full dis-
play (hopefully). 

Oh how I love Spring! I 
am positively sure I was 
born to live outdoors—cut-
ting the lawn, whipper-
ing those blades of grass 

outbuildings, planting a 
few potatoes in my raised 
garden bed, and building 
something totally unnec-
essary are the highlights 
of my day, at least until I 
need to be baking snacks, 
making meals and hauling 

Fortunately, there have 
been a couple of nice 
enough days to tackle add-
ing a little four-foot square 

of decking to my RV deck, 
something that’s been on 
the backburner of my mind 
for a few years now. That 
poor little deck has had 
little additions built onto 
it every couple of years 
to the point where it has 
ended up as an “L” shape 
with a rolling/sliding piece 
that can be snugged right 
up against the camper or 
easily pulled away for the 
times we take the camper 
on an actual camping trip. 
Last week, after some years 
of procrastination shall we 

it was meant to be. It’s not 
the prettiest RV deck by a 
long stretch but consider-
ing it was constructed at 
different times with dif-
ferent wood of different 
colors (ie green treated 
2x6, brown treated 2x6 and 
brown treated deck board), 
it’s practical and function-
al. And the farm dogs seem 
to like having a secondary 
deck to stretch out on as 
well.

Our usual evening camp-
-

tiful as usual so far this 
year which likely speaks to 
the fact that we prefer the 
warmth of the furnace in-
side the RV to the one-sid-
ed heat we get around the 

older I get, the colder I get 
but I am optimistic enough 
to believe we’ll catch a few 
nights in a row around that 

No one can be happier 
than the ‘farm kids’ for the 
arrival of spring and the 
opportunity to ATV out in 
the creek and surrounding 

dad is likely tired of the in-
terruptions to his meals/
evenings (if he happens to 

reasonable hour) when he 
gets word that one of the 
kids’ adventures has land-
ed them stuck or broken 
down out in the back coun-
try somewhere, perhaps 
even in the bottom of the 
wet, muddy creek.

We, of course, quite love 
it. Been there, done that, 
as the saying goes, and 
we totally understand the 
groan that escapes their 
father’s lips when word of 
an adventure requiring in-
tervention comes across his 
phone. The twins, now 15, 
are outdoorsmen to say the 
very least and oh, the sto-
ries they could tell, many 
of which most likely, I am 

sure, involve mud and wa-
ter. It leads me to think I 
maybe should have gotten 
them blue jeans for their 
birthday because I am sure 
their many pairs are more 
often in the washing ma-
chine than anywhere else. 
Even their friends who 
were over for cake on their 
birthday a couple of weeks 
ago seemed in dire need of 
clean, dry jeans by the time 
they left the farm.

adventures are the day-to-
day chores both the twins 
and their older sister tack-
le. One early morning as I 
walked around the farm 
with my camera, I was able 
to snap a few shots of one 
of the boys out with the 
herd, quietly standing and 
scratching the cows behind 
the ears and watching the 
calves as they bounced 
around the corrals. There 
was no hurry on his part as 
he made his way through 
the pens with a watchful 
eye. The school bus wasn’t 
due for a good two hours 
yet and the morning sun 
was warm though the air 
was a tad on the cool side. 
Every morning for this 
young cattleman is a per-
fect morning to just “be” 
with the cattle. 

The farm kids are, at 
this time of year, prepping 
for 4-H shows and sales 
which are not much more 
than a month away. It’s a 
busy time as they halter 
break and groom and lead 
their animals around as 
they prepare them for the 
annual Whitewood Local 
and Regional shows and 
sales. To think of the years 
of efforts these kids and all 
the 4-H’ers out there put 
into this work makes me 
so proud of all that they 
are learning but also of the 
great work ethics they are 
building. Ahhh, there’s no 
life like it!

This seeding season has 
been met with what seems 

like cooler-than-usual days 
for this time of year but the 
men keep on doing what 
needs to be done. I love 
having the ‘Find My’ app 
on my phone for at least 
a couple of the guys so I 
don’t always have to call 
to see where they are when 
I run out with their meals. 
Of course, the sweetest is 
when those “dots” on the 
app happen to be in the 

cause for a happy dance!!
My biggest struggle 

when it’s time to feed men 
is coming up with “the 
plan” for the day (keeping 
in mind I actually have a 
six-week menu/grocery 
plan nearby.) The menu 
idea was great in some 
ways, but restrictive in oth-
er ways and so it’s back to 
what comes most natural-
ly— wing it. I always start 
my day, once I get back 
home from my overnight 
stay in the RV, with bun 
dough. If I play it just right, 
the buns I make will be cool 
enough by 11 a.m. to make 
sandwiches for the guys in 

addition to the lunch table 
for the “Lunch Bunch” kids 
that make their way over 
from the school at noon.

By the time mid-after-
noon arrives, supper is 
usually underway and 
with any luck at all, I can 
get all three guys fed and 
be back at the camper by 
7 p.m. to await hubby’s 
eventual arrival in from the 

-
tra special about being “on 
the farm” with the farm-
grands during the busy 
times of year. Plus, come 
morning, if I crawl out of 
bed early enough, hubby 
will have my breakfast on 
the table for me! It doesn’t 
get much better than that!

Sometimes, bear from 
the creek a couple of miles 
away make their way up 
into the barnyard and such 
was the case during the 
twins’ birthday cake event. 
Fortunately we were able to 
watch its antics on camera 
as it climbed up the trees 
and eventually back down, 
giving us a bird’s eye view 
of where it was. It certain-
ly helped explain what the 
cattle in the corral had their 
eyes on and why they were 
a bit riled up. 

While farming takes up 
the better part of our days 
at this time of year, I have 
been able to sneak in some 
vehicle detailing moments, 
amongst other things. 
When hubby brought the 
side-by-side to town for 
washing, I tackled it with 
gusto, which essentially 
meant going over it three 
times with the pressure 
washer. I am certain I was 
simply moving mud and 
straw around and around 

place where it looked quite 
acceptable. That’s when 
I realized I should have 
moved the half-ton off the 
pad and down the street be-
cause it now needed wash-

half-ton, I thought I better 
wash down the inch of 
mud that covered the pad 
only to realize that once the 
pad was clean, the side-by-
side and the half-ton need 
to be washed yet again. 
Talk about feeling defeat-

later, drenched, muddy 
beyond recognition, and 

it quits for the day. Enough 

was enough!
So many times, as I sit 

down to write this column, 
I wonder if it’s really worth 
it, especially as the grand-
kids get older and don’t say 
all the “cute” things they 
used to say when they were 
little. What they used to 
say always gave me great 
‘fodder’ for these columns. 
Over the last few months 
especially though, I have 
gotten notes and texts and 
have met people in-person 
(some who I know and 
some who I don’t) who 
have shared with me how 
they can relate to these “Life 
on the Farm” columns and 
for that, I just have to tell 
you how much that means 
to me. And as disjointed as 
some of this rambling can 
sometimes get, it’s really 
all about life that Saskatch-
ewan folk, for the most 
part, can ‘feel.’ Life on the 
farm has lots of challenges 
and setbacks but boy, it’s 

-
wards (and I don’t mean 

in ways that many people 
who have no connection to 
agriculture could ever un-
derstand.

To all of you whose heart, 
or at least a part of it, have 
a strong connection to ag-
riculture in one way or 
another, this one’s for you! 
See you on the other side of 
seeding season!!

Oh the sights and sounds of spring!
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Second rink coming to Moosomin
Rink will be paid for by local foundation, not taxpayers

Continued from Page 5

Airport project
led to endowment fund idea

Kristjan Hebert of the CBA says the Moosomin airport 
project was an inspiration for the foundation.

“The foundation discussions started about a year ago 

could have a rural renaissance for community infrastruc-
ture, after the airport expansion was completed. The dis-
cussion led into what some American universities do, 
and how their endowment funds help with a lot of their 
success. We began to think about instead of just raising 
money and putting it into the next asset, how do we start 
this fund for boosting the area.

“Then the new rink idea came up with a group of local 

ment fund started.”
Hebert explains the foundation will be an avenue for 

the community to donate toward the new arena.
“We plan on launching the foundation to the communi-

ty probably toward the end of June. The paperwork part 
is just getting done so that anybody in the community 
will be able to donate to it. 

“Those funds will then be invested, and the earnings off 

is the rink. The endowment fund will lease the rink to the 
town for $1 and the town will operate it. We’re probably 
going to have to take a mortgage out on the rink in order 
to pay for it before the foundation is fully up and running. 
But the goal is that if we raise this money in the founda-
tion, we have some fairly big targets of what we want to 
do through private and public partnerships. That way we 
won’t spend the whole budget on the rink. The earnings 
of the investments will pay for the rink, and then the next 
project, and then the next project.”

“For now, the CBA will be in charge of getting the com-
munity foundation started. Then after it’s all up and go-
ing, there will be an appointed board. This board won’t be 
limited to CBA members.

“The current estimate for the cost of the rink is around 
$10 million. So the goal of the foundation will be a mini-
mum of $10 million. The town is 100% paying all operat-
ing costs. But the foundation will save the town all of the 
capital investment initially.”

Vision for new rink
Hebert explains the new rink will look similar to West 

Edmonton Mall’s indoor ice surface.
“I think an easy way to envision what the new rink will 

be like would be to think of the rink inside the West Ed-
monton Mall. We’re leaning toward a sunken ice surface 
with standing room all the way around the top and bot-
tom, and a walking track on the top. It’s going to be simi-
lar in size to the Communiskate facility in White City.”

Hebert says the foundation is to help fundraise for the 
new rink and the start toward future community projects.

“As a group of entrepreneurs we have a goal, and we 
hope everybody in the community supports that goal. 
If we can use the money made from the foundation to 
build local infrastructure, we can keep municipal and lo-
cal budgets strictly for the operation of those facilities. I 
think we’ll be able to show that we as a community can 
solve our own problems with not as much government 
assistance.

“We’re going to work with the Saskatchewan Commu-
nity Foundation. They’ll be the ones that will manage our 

and  they have really low fees. They already manage and 
invest the funds from many other foundations, and that 
number has got to be close to $100 million.”

Foundation to take donations soon
Hebert says donations to the foundation should be able 

to be made by the end of June.
“We plan on launching it end of June, that’s when 

people can start writing cheques and donating. The rink 

originally thought. We’re going to try our best to get the 
foundation up and running, raise money, and build the 
rink all simultaneously. That might be a bit of a juggling 

fund is fully running, but at the same time we don’t want 
to lose the momentum that we have on those projects. I 
think you’re going to see a lot of construction on the rink 
this year, and hopefully we can get to completion as early 
as mid 2027.”

He explains the new rink will allow winter sports to 
start earlier in the fall. “I think the new rink would be 

would go in earlier in the year and stay in later, because 

ter for the environment. I believe it’s estimated to hold 
around 650 fans. So, besides a Rangers playoff or provin-
cial game, it could host any game that the Mike Schwean 
Arena hosts without seating issues.”

Hebert hopes a new rink along the old highway will 
spur new development.

“As a group of entrepreneurs, we would also really 
like to see more development along the old Number One 
Highway. Hopefully with a new rink right on that street, 
more businesses will move into the area.”

He said he hopes to be able to raise $10 million locally 
through the foundation to build the rink.

“I was very involved in fundraising for the airport. So 
I got thinking about this community, as the Spectator has 
written many times, Moosomin and area, can raise money 
and support projects as good or better than any commu-
nity.

“We raised $10 million for the hospital and $10 million 
for the airport. If we just started the foundation when we 
did the hospital and put the $10 million raised for the air-
port in it, I truly believe we’d have a hospital, we’d have 
an airport and we’d still have $20 million. I want to raise 
money that will keep supporting projects, because this 
area and this community has huge potential between the 
people, and anchor companies such as Nutrien, all the ag-
riculture, all the oil and all our small businesses.”

Hebert said he believes Moosomin is unique.
“I’ve been to a lot of different communities, and I think 

we have a very unique group of entrepreneurs in this com-
munity that are willing to write pretty big cheques to a lot 
of projects, we have a number of community members 
that jump right in and put a lot of sweat equity into the 
same projects. I, as every other entrepreneur in the area, 
want our kids and our grandkids to come back here, and 
if we don’t have the right services when it comes to health 
care, education, sports and rec, they’re not going to and 
so how do we come up with a way that we’re not always 
just phoning the government for the next 100 years and 
walking into town council for the next 100 years saying 
‘we need this,’ with our hands out and not having a plan. 
So we thought, if we can get this foundation—we’re look-
ing for local, provincial and federal government support 
to get it off and running. But the goal is that we can have 
our destiny in our hands and create our own little rural 
renaissance that other communities can then replicate.”

He adds, “It’s exciting! If everything goes as planned, 
and we can start off the foundation with the rink it’ll 
be something that our community should be extremely 
proud of.”

He says the foundation and rink ideas were formed af-
ter talking with McCarthys.

“Dan and Olga have always been part of the discus-

had already loved and supported that and obviously they 
are huge part of the community. So we got together and 
combined the two ideas. 

“The one pushback on a foundation from the govern-
ment is if we do this foundation, there’s no quick return. 
We can’t show jobs, we can’t show assets because every-

was to combine the two ideas together. 
We’re going to put a shovel in the ground on an asset 

right away to prove that our idea is going to work and 
that we’re behind it.

“We think our timing is pretty good to get support on 
the foundation. But we also feel that the rink project is a 
critical piece to get support for the foundation, so that we 
can show all levels of government and all levels of private 
companies—we’re not just raising this money to let it sit 
there. We’re raising money for action, and we believe an 
foundation that’s guided by entrepreneurs can create a 
lot of action for the community—for what the community 
needs.”

Another rendering of the new rink being built in Moosomin later this year. 

Caring Hearts 
Walks Beside You in Your Healing Journey

Caring Hearts offers counselling and group supports for grief, loss, 
traumatic losses, and the impacts of trauma. We believe that care 

should be accessible and compassionate, providing a space where 
everyone feels safe, seen, and fully supported on their healing journey.

PLEASE CALL OR TEXT 306-523-2786 TO CONTACT OUR COUNSELLING INTAKE SUPPORT
201-2222 ALBERT STREET, REGINA SK
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MODELS AVAILABLE:

ALL TRAILERS COME STANDARD WITH:

• 32' Bumper Pull
• 37' Gooseneck

• 32' Gooseneck
• 42’ Gooseneck

• 7000lb Brake Axles
• Break Away Kit
• 235/85/R16 14 Ply Radials
• LED Lighs
• Enclosed Wiring Harness
• 12,000 lb Spring Loaded Jack
• Primed with 

Rust Inhibitive 
Primer and
Top Coat of 
Acrylic Enamel 
for Long Paint 
Life

NETWRAP NETWRAP 
HAS ARRIVED!HAS ARRIVED! 

STOCK UP AHEAD STOCK UP AHEAD 
OF HAYING SEASONOF HAYING SEASON

NETWRAP
Size Pallet Single Roll

Tiandi
48 x 11,800 $246.05 $259.00
64 x 8,000 $227.05 $239.00
64 x 9,000 $247.95 $261.00
67 x 8,000 $232.75 $245.00

CPS
64 x 7,000 $199.50 $210.00

TWINE
ShurTwine 28,000’ Blue E $37.95*
Supernova 40,000’ Blue E $53.00*

* plus $4/ bundle enviro fee

VIRDEN AG & PARTS | 560 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, VIRDEN, MB | (204) 748-4469 | VIRDENAG.CA

Two full-time 
mechanics, 
performing 

wheel 
alignment & 
SGI Safety 
Inspection

GET UP TO $120
in rebates passenger
and light truck tires

SCHLAMP’S INTEGRA TIRE
Grenfell, SK  •  306-697-2856

grenfell@integratire.com

680/50R46 for 
Case 4350

$22,500/SET

710/70R38 
$26,500/SET

750/60R46 for 
Case 4450

$23,500/SET

710/65R46 for 
Case 4450

$29,000/SET

New Sprayer Tires and Wheel 
Assemblies for Sale

NEW FACTORY RIMS AND TIRES

710/70R38 
tire & rim

in-stock & available
$15,000

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK/Virden, MB  •  306-434-6909

CONTACT MATT OR JEFF  AT
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision Farming Displays
Autosteer Systems
Application Contol Systems
And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

• Upgrade your air seeder blockage to Agtron Onyx Legend, 
Precision Planting Recon or Clarity with full on-farm instal-
lation and setup available 

• Ag Vision HD camera systems with true 1080P HD quality 
and 10” or 12” screen size options

• Bourgault ISOBUS conversion kits: Upgrade your existing 
5000, 6000, 7000, 8000 or 9000 series to full ISOBUS con-
trols and eliminate all the excess wiring in cab and reduce 
the amount of monitors being used to simplify and clean up 
your cab

• Full sectional control/variable rate 
NH3 or liquid fertilizer kits for all seeder 
makes and models

• Sprayer boom recirculation kits for 
PWM and non-PWM nozzle sprayers

• Sprayer nozzle PWM control spray 
systems, kits available for all makes 
and models of sprayers as well as 
spot spray green on green or green on 
brown systems available
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Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades Seeder and Sprayer Upgrades 
For Seeding 2026For Seeding 2026

BY TREVOR BACQUE, AGRISUCCESS

Farmers face a multitude of decisions throughout a 
growing season, and with the proper business tools, you 
can be well-prepared to roll through the production year. 
A robust business includes planning to identify the essen-
tial tools and tactics needed to be prepared for the years 
ahead.

advisory services group, says two of those tactics are care-

reviews and mid-season budget adjustments. Both are de-
signed to reduce worry and costly missteps.

The importance of fi nancial modelling

cial modelling system allows owners to take a high-level 
look at a situation and truly understand the overall pic-

uses historical data and assumptions to forecast a com-
pany’s future performance. It covers revenues, expenses, 

els are usually built in spreadsheets or software, like FCC 
AgExpert, to organize data and guide strategic decisions. 

health.
“It’s important to understand that from a debt and cash 

like going forward,” Barnabé says. “If you’re looking to 

occurring, what does that look like? How are you going to 
be able to make those payments?”

tends to have high costs and little income in the spring, 
with lower costs and more income in the autumn.

Poor fi nancial planning results in anxiety,
potentially costly missteps

son.
“There are too many farmers out there that are still do-

ing their books on a paper ledger,” he says. “Depending 
on how often they’re updating that, they might not have 
any idea what position they’re in at the end of the day.”

A feeling of dread may hang over you all season, not 
knowing if you’re over budget, or should have any sense 

known.

to plan. Barnabé uses the example of fertilizer, suggest-
ing that if there’s never a review on how much was pur-
chased versus how much was used, it becomes impossible 

Similarly, perhaps a farmer should defer certain pur-

cial picture. This can lead to unnecessary fees on a line 

of credit that could have been avoided with a regularly 

is high and it’s creeping up there to the max, they can start 
selling crops off. They won’t know that unless they’re re-

Continued on page 52

Financial modelling: 
A crystal ball for smarter risk decisions
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!

Kevin Weedmark
MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre

office@kevinweedmark.ca
(306) 435-4005

Daryl Harrison
MLA for Cannington

canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net
(306) 443-4400

Hon.  Warren Kaeding
MLA for Melville-Saltcoats

warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
(306) 728-3881

Your Saskatchewan Party MLAs are focused on growing our economy, 
supporting strong communities, and delivering real results for a brighter future 

for Saskatchewan families. 

If you have questions, ideas or need help navigating a provincial program or 
service, please reach out. We’re always glad to connect and hear from you.

Working for You

World Spectator  - HarrisonD, Weedmark, Kaeding_10.25x7.5.indd   1 3/2/2026   4:56:55 PM

Continued from page 51

Check in on financials multiple 
times per growing season

The most prepared and stress-free cli-
ents Barnabé works with realize that more 
information is a net positive.

He suggests you sit down with your 

and adjust budgets at least twice during 
the growing season.

direct insight to business health and com-
pares actual spending against the spring 
outlook. With a clear plan, surprises 
should be minimal, especially given the 
costly nature of capital expenditures, in-
put costs and external fees.

“Rather than being reactive at a year-
end meeting with their accountant, farm-
ers can update and understand where 

Farmers often make sizeable purchases 
in December to defer taxes. However, this 
should only be done if you’re making an 
informed decision based on your farm 
data.

for the future of the farm operation, it’s 
important to take business, and life, highs 
and lows into account. Ensure you have 

-
age unfortunate events such as a death of 
a family member or worker, divorce or 
workplace accidents. Have insurance on 
everything from your own home to each 
piece of machinery.

Overall, it comes down to understand-
ing your debt service ratio to avoid reb-
orrowing but not actually paying down 
debt.

Up-to-date financials make stron-
ger farms

“Financial models that are regularly 
reviewed and adjusted can really reduce 
that anxiety and stress and also allow 
farmers to understand how they’re do-

says. “In farming there are so many vari-
ables. A farmer can take charge of the vari-
ables through proper budgeting and help 

-

Financial modelling: 
A crystal ball for

smarter risk decisions
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Finance a new camper, boat, vehicle, or trip, and you 
could get up to three months of payments covered.

*Some conditions apply. Three (3) winners will be selected, one (1) per Sunrise district. Each winner will receive either three (3) months of payments 

Connect with a Sunrise lender to enter.

$

WESTMAN AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION ORGANIZATION INC.

WADO 
ANNUAL FIELD DAY

• Made in Manitoba Dry Bean
    Inoculants
• Hybrid Hemp and Nitrogen 
    Agronomy

• Safe Rates of Seed Placed 

Melita, MB
July 15, 2026

 

RSVP by calling Scott at 204-522-5415 or 
email: scott.chalmers@gov.mb.ca

This year we are hosting Manitoba’s 4R Nutrient Management Team!
Come see what’s new at the research plots.

204-855-2669 • Oak Lake, MB, 
kreutzermetalsltd@gmail.com

Scrap Metal Wanted
Put money in your wallet with a Spring clean-up of scrap!!

• Farm Scrap
• Junk Cars 
• Copper • Brass 
• Aluminum • Lead • Batteries
• Catalytic Convertors Onsite pick up 

available

Call today to book!Call today to book!

22:tfc

Supporting our kids’ well-being

• Name your feelings. “I’m frustrated right now, but 

it’ll pass.” Kids learn emotional language from safe 

adults.

• Read children books about emotions. It opens the 

door for discussion, even with little ones.

• Keep routines steady. Predictability helps kids feel 

safe.

• Connect regularly. A quick check-in, shared activ-

ity or an extra hug goes a long way.

• Talk about mental health like physical health. It’s 

all connected.

• Avoid unregulated social media or “pop psychol-
ogy” trends. There’s no quick fi x.

• Normalize asking for help. Let kids see you reach-

ing out – it shows strength, not weakness.

Help your child build emotional 
strength and stability

Continued from page 47
“Kids live in their hearts. I’ve treated children who are 

really sad, angry or overly cheerful, trying to mask feel-
ings,” Thielman says.

Warning signs include aggression, worry, sadness, 
disinterest in activities, poor school performance, clingi-
ness, isolation, sleep or appetite changes, fatigue, or 
headaches.

“I’ve had five-year-olds say, ‘My back hurts,’” Thiel-
man says. Such symptoms may be stress-related and 
should be evaluated by a medical professional.

In adolescence, kids may push you away or act mean, 
but Thielman says parents and caregivers remain the 
best barometers.

“Listen to your instincts. If you sense something, 
check it out. Ethical providers will tell you if they see a 
need for intervention,” she says.

Being attentive isn’t just good parenting – it’s part 
of strong leadership on the farm. Families who com-
municate openly make clearer business and succession 
decisions because they operate from trust and emotional 
safety.

Small, consistent actions
make a big difference 

Even during the busiest seasons, moments of connec-
tion and honesty help kids feel safe and supported. One 
of the best preventive measures is teaching emotional 
language.

“Let them know some feelings you have – frustration, 
sadness or confusion. Naming emotions models that we 
are thinking and feeling people.”

Farming is full of teachable moments: disappointment 
after a poor yield, relief when equipment works or grati-
tude after a good day. Sharing these reflections helps 
kids understand emotions as part of managing both 
people and production.

It’s also helpful to read with them about emotions. 
“Even short picture books open the door for discussion. 
We don’t always nail it as parents or clinicians, but they 
know we’re trying. They know we care.”

Thielman cautions that asking too many questions 
can make kids shut down. Encourage young children to 
express their feelings through drawing. She often uses 
emoji pictures to start conversations.

Routine and stability at home provide a sense of secu-
rity. Social interaction with peers is important too.

“We all have moments when we need a little extra 
support,” Thielman says. “When we model caring for 
our mental health, like we would a sprained ankle, kids 
learn that looking after mental health is just part of stay-
ing well.”

That mindset also builds resilience into the business – 
healthy leaders make steadier decisions and create work-
places, even family ones, where others can thrive.

Intervene early
Early support leads to better outcomes. Finding the 

right provider takes time, so start early. Look for a quali-
fied counsellor, psychiatrist or psychologist with rec-
ognized credentials and membership in a professional 
regulatory college.

“Be the squeaky wheel,” Thielman says. “Advocate for 
yourself and your child. That’s also part of some provid-
ers’ role – helping with system navigation.”

Parents are a child’s biggest support, but they can’t be 
therapists.

“Within confidentiality limits, caregivers have the 
right to know how sessions are going,” she says. “Par-
ents are often the first to notice a problem – and to see 
progress.”

On farms, where family and business overlap, ear-
ly support isn’t just personal – it’s practical. Wellness 
strengthens communication and teamwork, helping 
ensure the next generation is emotionally ready to thrive.
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Licensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters
Heating & Air Conditioning

171-7th Ave. N. – Virden, MB

204-748-1788
info@pphmb.com

306-435-2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net 
www.world-spectator.com  

Call today for a quote on  
your commercial print items!

POSTERS • TICKETS 
BUSINESS CARDS & SO MUCH MORE!

• CUSTOM PRINTING •

REGIONALREGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic
W E S T M A N ’ S  P R E M I E R  D E N T U R E  C L I N I C

Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

Unit D – 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB  | www.brandondentures.com

204-728-4435
Kyle Ryan

LD, DD Denturist

Spreading Smiles 
throughout  
Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CL INIC

• DENTURIST •

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE PLACE YOUR AD IN THE 
PLAIN & VALLEY BUSINESS PLAIN & VALLEY BUSINESS 

DIRECTORY TODAY!DIRECTORY TODAY!
Call 306-435-2445 or email 

world_spectator@sasktel.net

Serving Carlyle and area
Neil Redpath  Kurt Ardron  Sandy Dalziel

306-453-2400
redpathfuneralhome@gmail.com  redpathfuneralhome.com

Celebrating Life’s Relationships306.471.4167
Just call Frank!Just call Frank!Stoughton, SK

FSKFSK  
CConstruction Servicesonstruction Services

constructionfsk@gmail.com

Arcola, SK

• CONSTRUCTION • • FUNERAL HOME •

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS

HERE!
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UTILITY TRACTORS

90-140 HPHX
SERIES

$12500
Cash Back*Financing* Months

0%    60
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Envision Counselling 
Services available

in Moosomin,
Rocanville

Continued from page 23

Reach out for free counselling
Envision Counselling is open to everyone and is a free 

public service. An increase in provincial government 
funding allowed Envision to expand to Moosomin. 

“There are a few different ways to reach out. Anyone 
can call me at 306-453-2405 and there are posters around 
town,” said Brown. “They can call that number and re-
quest a counsellor for this area, so in Moosomin and in 
Rocanville, and then the intake lady will help them with 
booking. 

“There’s a website called Counselling Connect Sas-
-

pointment. You just follow the steps that are on there 
make sure the service area is Moosomin and Rocanville.”

Brown began working in Moosomin last month.

-
nally at four, and I feel that’s a good spot for me. I know 
some people who are in school aren’t done until four, and 
I think if someone is willing to come see me consistently, 
then I can adapt my schedule to help people with their 
schedules.”

Visit Plain & Valley online
at www.plainandvalley.com
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Saturday, July 18 - Sunday, July 19

For more information call Jill Lowe 
at 306-736-8967

➢ Free camping in designated areas    ➢ Food Trucks on site    ➢ ATM on site

SATURDAY
   3pm Parade

4pm to 5 pm Happy Hour in Rodeo Beer 
    Gardens

6pm Rodeo with Bull riding under the 
lights 
Intermission Noemy Coeurjoly, 
Roman Riding Act followed by 
Sheep Scramble
Wild ponies following rodeo performance
 9pm Saturday night - DJ Platinum Music in 
the Beer Gardens

SUNDAY
  9am Pancake Breakfast at Kennedy 

  Friendship Centre 
11am Cowboy Church Service at the

   Rodeo Grounds 
2pm Rodeo 
Intermission Noemy Coeurjoly, 
Roman Riding Act followed by 
Sheep Scramble
Wild ponies following rodeo 
performance

Food Booth & Beer Gardens open for the weekend
ADMISSION : Adult Day Pass- $25.00 | Student Day Pass - $10.00 | 5 & under FREE

Weekend Family Pass $90.00 (2 Adults + 2 Students)

Come meet our 
Rodeo Queen
Grace Pain

Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18
• Registration at 9 AM
• Golf at 9:30 AM
At Kingswood Golf Course, 

Kipling, SK 

Cost $60 per personCost $60 per person
Includes lunch at the Golf Course

Cart rent extra
Maximum of 72 Golfers

     Call Jill Lowe     Call Jill Lowe
   306-736-8967   306-736-8967

  to register  to register
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Guy Wall
(306) 435-0215

Scan for 
more!

Eli Tremblay
(306) 434-9101

Michael
Vantomme

(306) 608-6808

www.celebrationford.com • 1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313 • MOOSOMIN, SK  

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara

STOCK# 
5T248A

4G WIFI
$37,900 • $165/WK

Apple CarPlay

2016 Ram 1500 Sport 

STOCK# 
6T076B

Fog lamps
$26,900 • $176/WK

Bluetooth

2019 GMC Acadia SLT

STOCK# 
6S051A

Leather Seats
$23,900 • $105/WK

Apple CarPlay

2020 Buick Enclave 

STOCK# 
6T068A

Roof Rails
$28,900 • $126/WK

OnStar

2017 Kia Forte 

STOCK# 
6S058B

Low Mileage
$17,900 • $102/WK

6-Speaker Audio

 2023 Jeep Gand Cherokee L

STOCK# 
6S017A

Sunroof
$53,900 • $209/WK

Steering wheel Controls

2025 GMC Yukon XL AT4

STOCK# 
6S141A

Cooled seats
$88,900 • $338/WK

Power Lift Gate

 2022 Ram 1500 Classic Warlock

STOCK# 
6S059A

Sirius XM
$39,900 • $156/WK

New Tires

2018 Chrysler 300 Sedan

STOCK# 
5T242A

All-wheel drive
$21,900 • $108/WK

Power Outlet

2025 Honda Civic Sedan

STOCK# 
6T085A

Paddle Shifters
$34,900 • $135/WK

Sun Roof

2021 Chevrolet Traverse 

STOCK# 
6S058A

Roof Rails 
$35,900 • $155/WK

Trailer Hitch

 2016 Toyota Corolla

STOCK# 
6S008A

Great on Gas
$18,900 • $128/WK

Sedan

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4

STOCK# 
6P151

3.0L Duramax
$59,900 • $253/WK

Leather

2023 Kia Telluride 

STOCK# 
6S074A

6-Speaker Audio
$44,900 • $175/WK

Sunroof
2022 GMC Canyon AT4

STOCK# 
6S094B

Low Mileage
$40,900 • $160/WK

Leather

The Ford StoreThe Ford Store
with morewith more

IN FREE SLOT PLAY TO BE WON

OVER
$140,000

June 1 – September 3


